
Vintage Reviews Recap



Grand Cru Bonnes-Mares 2018

94-96 Points

The high point of Bouchard's red portfolio this year is surely the 2018 Bonnes

Mares Grand Cru, a striking wine that unfurls in the glass with aromas of

raspberries, cherries and wild blueberries mingled with suggestions of rose petals,

grilled squab, incense and dark chocolate. On the palate, it's full-bodied, deep and

concentrated, with a multidimensional core, lively acids and a long, notably intense

finish.

Grand Cru Chevalier-Montrachet 2018

93-95 Points

The wine reveals attractive aromas of citrus oil, mandarin and pear, framed by

subtle hints of fresh pastry, cut flowers and nutmeg. On the palate, it's full-

bodied, deep and layered, with a broad attack that segues into a ripe core of

nicely concentrated fruit, underpinned by lively acids.

Grand Cru Chevalier-Montrachet La Cabotte 2018

94-96 Points

This is a terrific wine in the making, wafting from the glass with scents of crisp

green pear, citrus oil, white flowers and blanched almonds. On the palate, it's full-

bodied, racy and multidimensional, with terrific concentration, texture and

structural tension, concluding with a long and penetrating finish. The Cabotte can

almost match the amplitude and voluminousness of the Montrachet this year—

and it's racier and more vibrant—so it gets my nod as Bouchard's finest white

wine this year. Only four barrels were produced.

Grand Cru Clos Vougeot 2018

90-92 Points

This wine reveals aromas of raspberries, red cherries, spices and rose petals, deftly

framed by new oak. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, firm and compact;

indeed, the wine was quite introverted when I tasted it.



Grand Cru Corton-Charlemagne 2018

91-93 Points

This wine exhibits aromas of confit citrus and citrus zest, complemented by notes 

of fresh pastry and warm bread. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, 

muscular and structured, with good depth and concentration. This is a Corton-

Charlemagne with a promising future.

Grand Cru Echézeaux 2018

90-92 Points

Aromas of raspberries, red plums, orange rind, peonies and raw cocoa introduce 

the 2018 Echézeaux Grand Cru, a medium to full-bodied, muscular and structured 

wine that, like this year's Clos Vougeot, will need some time. And like the Clos 

Vougeot, this was hard to read in October, so a more definitive assessment will 

have to wait until the wine is bottled.

Grand Cru Le Corton 2018

92-94 Points

The 2018 Le Corton Grand Cru is a particular success, revealing lovely aromas of 

orange rind, peonies, wild berries, grilled game and earthy forest floor. On the 

palate, it's medium to full-bodied, elegant and precise, with good concentration 

and a long, mineral finish. Weber opted to ferment the old-vine fruit from this 

climat with some 20% whole cluster.

Grand Cru Montrachet 2018

94-96 Points

The 2018 Montrachet Grand Cru soars from the glass with an expressive bouquet 

of spiced pears, orange oil, white flowers, nutmeg and pastry cream. On the palate, 

it's full-bodied, fleshy and enveloping, with a deep and concentrated core that's 

layered and textural, underpinned by lively balancing acids and concluding with a 

long, expansive finish.



Premier Cru Beaune Clos Saint-Landy 2018

89-91 Points

The 2018 Beaune 1er Cru Clos Saint-Landry Blanc offers up aromas of mirabelle

plums, apricot and white flowers, followed by a medium to full-bodied, fleshy and 

textural palate that's ripe and enveloping but which remains nicely defined. Again, 

this will drink well young.

Premier Cru Beaune Clos de la Mousse 2018

89-91 Points

From a site defined by deep clay-rich soils that resist hydric stress, the 2018 

Beaune 1er Cru Clos de la Mousse reveals lovely aromas of cherries, blackberries 

and forest floor, followed by a medium to full-bodied, rich and textural palate 

that's ripe but succulent. This is a gourmand, pleasure-bent Beaune that will offer 

a broad drinking window.

Beaune Grèves Vigne de L’Enfant Jésus 2018

92-94 Points

This is a promising bottle in the making, offering up a deep bouquet of dark 

berry fruit, dried flowers, dark chocolate, espresso roast and toasty new oak. On 

the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, deep and concentrated, with a muscular 

core of fruit, ripe tannins and a long, expansive finish. Weber observes that 

analytically this is very similar indeed to the 1947 vintage of l'Enfant Jesus, and 

that wine is certainly drinking brilliantly today.

Premier Cru Meursault Genevrières 2018

91-93 Points

Wafting from the glass with notes of pear, white flowers, orange oil and fresh 

pastry, the 2018 Meursault 1er Cru Genevrières is medium to full-bodied, satiny 

and textural, with lively acids and a long, mineral finish. Bouchard is the second-

largest landowner in this premier cru and produces a very consistent cuvée.



Premier Cru Meursault Perrières 2018

92-94 Points

The 2018 Meursault 1er Cru Les Perrières unwinds in the glass with a crisp 

bouquet of citrus oil, crushed chalk and nutmeg, followed by a medium to full-

bodied, racy and incisive palate that's tight-knit, tensile and mineral. Even in this 

generally forward white Burgundy vintage, this will need and reward bottle age.

Premier Cru Nuits-Saint-Georges Les Cailles 2018

91-93 Points

This wine is another success this year, mingling deep fruit tones of black 

raspberry, wild blueberry and plum with savory bass notes of grilled squab, 

burning embers and dark chocolate. On the palate, the wine is medium to full-

bodied, velvety and layered, with beautifully refined tannins, ripe acids and a 

generous core of fruit.

Premier Cru Savigny-lès-Beaune Les Lavières 2018

91-93 Points

The 2018 Savigny-lès-Beaune 1er Cru Les Lavières derives from a 3.9-hectare 

parcel that Bouchard has owned for some time (I have magnums of the superb 

1959 in my cellar). Wafting from the glass with a ripe bouquet of blackberries, 

cassis, burning embers, spices and violets, it's medium to full-bodied, supple and 

layered, with lively acids, a generous core of fruit and fine, powdery tannins.

Premier Cru Volnay Les Caillerets 2018

92-94 Points

Another of the high points of this year's range is the 2018 Volnay 1er Cru Les 

Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot, a promising wine offering up scents of cassis, 

wild berries, rich soil tones, smoke and a deft framing of toasty new oak. On the 

palate, it's medium to full-bodied, layered and enveloping, with more flesh on its 

elegant, structural bones than the Taillepieds, but similarly lively acidity.



Chambolle-Musigny 2018

88-90 Points

Attractive aromas of raspberries, red berries, cinnamon, warm spices and 

woodsmoke preface the 2018 Chambolle-Musigny Village, a medium to full-bodied, 

lively wine with good depth at the core and refined structuring tannins. Around 

half of the cuvée derives from Bouchard's own holdings, the balance provided by 

purchased grapes.

Gevrey-Chambertin 2018

88-90 Points

The 2018 Gevrey-Chambertin Village derives from fully 10 hectares that are 

worked by the Bouchard team. Revealing aromas of raspberries, plums and earthy 

forest floor, it's medium to full-bodied, with a more muscular, structured profile 

than the Vosne-Romanée and Chambolle-Musigny that preceded it. Nicely balanced, 

this cuvée will likely soften up before it's bottled in the spring.

Meursault Les Clous 2018

88-90 Points

The 2018 Meursault Les Clous is also showing very well, revealing aromas of citrus 

oil, crisp Anjou pear, white flowers and pastry cream. On the palate, it's medium 

to full-bodied, chiseled and tensile, with lively acids and a mineral finish.

Vosne-Romanée 2018

89-91 Points

From a parcel that the Bouchard team farms and harvests, the 2018 Vosne-

Romanée Village offers up a fragrant bouquet of raspberries, spices and rose petals, 

Weber observing that there is a lot of Pinot Beurrot planted among the Pinot 

Noir in this old-vine plot. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, textural and 

fleshy, with good depth at the core and a perfumed finish.



Grand Cru Montrachet 2018

19 Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Manages to dance on the head of a pin: an extra dimension 

of weight and density without being heavy, hot or flat. White peach, hazelnut, 

citrus and stones. Great length. 

Grand Cru Le Corton 2018

17.5 Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Focused, dusty and earthy cranberry fruit. Precise and 

chiselled palate, with lovely fluidity and a long, floral finish. Likely to be ready 

earlier, but to give lots of pleasure. Elegant burgundy. 

Grand Cru Clos de Vougeot 2018

17.5 Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Earth, cedar and a touch of coffee. Black cherry, spice, flint 

and furry, quite firm tannins. Compact, with great length though. 

Grand Cru Chevalier Montrachet 2018

17.5 Points

Ripe, butterscotch and citrus nose, but cut through with a fine line of acidity and 

marked flintiness on the palate that counterbalances the richness. Great intensity 

through the long, spiced finish, though with just a touch of warmth. 

Grand Cru Corton-Charlemagne 2018

17.5 Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Lovely intensity of chalk, stone fruit and almond, with a 

chalky, chewy palate-weight, and very good, creamy, nutty length. 

Grand Cru Bonnes Mares 2018

18.5 Points

Rich, multi-layered nose of slate, clove, red fruit and spice that is beautifully 

integrated. That integration and finesse continues through the palate, with beautiful, 

elegant tannins. This is a triumph of how to handle intensity and structure without 

being stolid. Bravo! 



Grand Cru Chambertin-Clos de Bèze 2018

17.5+ Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Overt vanilla and stones, with a core of red-cherry fruit, lots 

of spicy, peppery tannins and extract. Intense and youthful. A touch of warmth on 

the finish, but there’s a lot of the ingredients now that should come together 

quite nicely. 

Grand Cru Echézeaux 2018

16.5+ Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Cinnamon, blue fruit and stones, with a robustly structured, 

drying palate. Quite hard work for what it is, though does have the perfumed 

length one might expect from a grand cru.

Premier Cru Beaune Clos de la Mousse 2018

16.5+ Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Clove oak, crushed rock and rich, red cherry. Quite full 

bodied, with firm, grainy tannins and a spicy, slightly warming, long finish. Robust.

Premier Cru Meursault Perrières 2018

16.5 Points

Lots of white flower, chamomile and a hint of jasmine here. The palate is rounded 

and ripe and there is a slight nutty finish with a popcorn/toasted pine-kernel 

note – intriguing. 

Premier Cru Meursault Genevrières 2018

17 Points

Rounded nose, with spice, butter tones, some stone fruit and ripe lemon. Plenty of 

weight and power, with just enough freshness to cut through the mid palate. Long 

and creamy. 

Premier Cru Nuits-St-Georges Les Cailles 2018

16.5+ Points

Blackberries, clove and dust. Stony palate entry, with drying, very firm– though 

quite fine-grained – tannins. Powerful and extracted. Long, perfumed finish though. 



Premier Cru Beaune Grèves Vigne de L’Enfant Jésus 2018

16.5+ Points

Vanilla-cream oak notes, a touch of dried herb and dense, ripe strawberry. Full-

bodied, with firm, quite fine tannins and a creamy, long finish. I’d like a little 

more acidity to freshen this up, but it does have plenty of intensity. 

Premier Cru Volnay Les Caillerets 2018

17+ Points

Naughty heavy bottle. Expressive, aromatic nose, with violet floral lift, vanilla and 

mixed red and black fruit. Quite firm, but very fine tannins that will develop to 

silkiness in 5–7 years. Fine. 

Vosne-Romanée 2018

16+ Points

Toffee and coffee-cream oak notes, with elegant, scented red fruit. Firm, but finer 

tannins than the Chambolle just tasted. With time, this will come around nicely. 

Good length. 



Grand Cru Chevalier-Montrachet 2018

94-96 Points

The 2018 Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru has an impressive bouquet of mineral-

rich citrus fruit, smoke, honeysuckle and jasmine aromas, complex and alluring. The 

palate is fresh and vibrant with crisp acidity, but it is the minerality and tension 

that really elevate this Grand Cru. For once, this might outperform the La Cabotte.

Grand Cru Chevalier-Montrachet La Cabotte 2018

92-94 Points

The palate is quite elegant, with a little more viscosity on the entry, a fine bead 

of acidity and a slightly honeyed texture on the finish. It is precise and poised, 

but again, does not equal the complexity of the Chevalier-Montrachet, which is 

advantaged by coming from all four terraces instead of a single plot.

Grand Cru Corton-Charlemagne 2018

92-94 Points

An exciting bouquet of beeswax and jasmine notes. The palate is livelier, 

demonstrating good tension. Quintessentially Corton-Charlemagne in texture, with a 

resinous, sappy finish that gets the saliva flowing. 

Grand Cru Montrachet 2018

92-94 Points

A strict, focused bouquet with a subtle marine influence. The palate is well 

balanced with admirable depth and a fine bead of acidity, but it does not kick on 

toward the finish like some of the other Grand Crus tasted from barrel. 

Premier Cru Meursault Genevrières 2018

92-94 Points

A vivacious lemon zest and orange blossom bouquet that shows a subtle influence 

from the lees. The palate is well balanced with a fine bead of acidity. Very light 

nuttiness and smokiness come through on the finish, which feels tense and quite 

persistent.



Grand Cru Clos Vougeot 2018

92-94 Points

A refined and well-defined bouquet of blackberry, raspberry and briar aromas that 

gradually unfurl in the glass. The medium-bodied palate offers supple tannins and 

fine acidity. Quite harmonious, with a smooth, creamy finish that will need three 

or four years in bottle. This is a composed, pure Clos Vougeot.

Grand Cru Echézeaux 2018

92-94 Points

The palate is medium-bodied with supple tannins and good weight in the mouth, 

and the 50% to 70% whole-cluster fruit lends complexity on the finish. This is a 

backward Echézeaux that needs several years in bottle. Finely crafted.

Grand Cru Chambertin 2018

91-93 Points

Offers complexity and minerality on the nose by comparison, featuring blackberry, 

raspberry and briar scents; rose petal and light bergamot notes emerge with time. 

The palate is medium-bodied with sweet tannins on the entry. Quite sinewy for a 

Chambertin and maybe missing a little grace and refinement on the finish. 

Grand Cru Le Corton 2018

91-93 Points

It has a fresh raspberry and cranberry bouquet with touches of rose petal and 

orange peel. The palate offers a pleasant bitter cherry note on the entry, which 

leads to a finely structured, gently grippy midpalate and a commendable, nicely 

proportioned finish that is fresh and quite long. 

Grand Cru Chambertin-Clos de Bèze 2018

90-92 Points

I sense some over-maturity on the nose that detracts from the terroir expression. 

The palate is ripe and candied on the entry, with good weight and fleshiness and 

a touch of soy toward the dense finish, which is highly pleasurable yet not the 

most complex from Bouchard Père this year.



Premier Cru Meursault Perrières 2018

91-93 Points

An intense bouquet of crushed rock, pressed yellow flowers, hints of nectarine and 

yellow plum that develops with aeration. The palate is very well balanced with a 

fine bead of acidity, quite gentle and very pretty for a Perrières, leading to a 

caressing, pineapple- and passion-fruit-tinged, waxy-textured finish. Very fine.

Beaune Grèves Vigne de L’ Enfant Jésus 2018

92-94 Points

The medium-bodied palate delivers supple tannin, fine acidity and pure black 

cherry and blueberry fruit with wonderful details on the finish. This is very classy 

and punches with many more expensive Premier Crus in the Côte de Nuits.

Premier Cru Nuits-Saint-Georges Les Cailles

90-92 Points

A lively blueberry-scented bouquet typical of this vineyard, nicely focused if not 

amazingly complex. The palate is medium-bodied with supple tannins; the oak is a 

little more noticeable here, although it will be subsumed with time. Lovely white 

pepper and clove notes surface on the finish. 

Premier Cru Volnay Les Caillerets 2018

90-92 Points

It expresses more delineation and detail than the Taillepieds, presenting a rather 

intoxicating mélange of red and black fruit laced with violet. The palate is 

medium-bodied with supple tannin, good body and density and a firm backbone. 

It clams up a little toward the finish.

Premier Cru Beaune Clos de la Mousse Monopole 2018

89-91 Points

It has a high-toned bouquet of blueberry and cassis aromas, forward and generous 

if not incredibly complex. The palate is medium-bodied with supple tannins and 

quite voluminous in the mouth. 



Chambolle Musigny 2018

89-91 Points

The perfumed bouquet delivers black cherries and raspberry confit fruit, and the 

20% whole cluster lends a subtle tertiary quality. The palate is medium-bodied 

with supple tannins and nicely judged acidity. Well-integrated new oak (15%) then 

lends a silky texture on the finish. 

Meursault Les Clous 2018

89-91 Points

More detail and minerality than the Meursault Village, conveying hazelnut and 

subtle praline aromas. The palate is well balanced with a dab of lemon sherbet on 

the entry, displaying fine energy and a lightly spiced finish. 

Premier Cru Volany Taillepieds 2018

89-91 Points

This seems to ebb away with time, though the bouquet remains extroverted and 

high-toned, featuring cassis and figgy notes. The palate is rounded on the entry 

with supple tannins, good structure and a fleshy, damson-tinged finish. 

Vosne-Romanée 2018

89-91 Points

A lovely, pure bouquet of blackberry, wild strawberry and briar, all well defined, 

and the 15% new oak neatly integrated. The palate is medium-bodied with supple 

tannins, a mixture of red and black fruit laced with spice and a hint of blood 

orange. 

Gevrey-Chambertin 2018

88-90 Points

This has more red than black fruit, offering raspberry, cranberry and light 

pomegranate aromas; hints of oyster shell emerge with time. The palate is 

medium-bodied with sappy red fruit, fine-grained tannins, good acidity and a 

nicely detailed finish. This is a finely crafted Village Cru.



Santenay 2018
Fruity and approachable, lots of spice, rich berry notes. A-

Savigny-lès-Beaune 2018
Earthier, less clearly balanced; notes of anise, some sweetness. B

Pommard 2018
Fresh strawberry notes, candied violets; sweet on the back end. B+

Nuits-Saint-Georges 2014
Quite tart; earthy edge; licorice kick with lots of acid. B+

Nuits-Saint-Georges 2018
Tart, big cherry notes; some acidity. A-

Chambolle-Musigny 2018
Surprising complexity; approachable; slightly doughy. B+

Gevrey-Chambertin 2012
Densely earthy; licorice notes. A-

Gevrey-Chambertin 2018
Fruit heavy, with ample acid; licorice on the finish. A bit unbalanced. B

Vosne-Romanée 2014
Restrained, dialed back; notes of graphite and earth. B+

Premier Cru Savigny-lès-Beaune Les Lavières 2018
Expressive depth, violets and spice in lovely balance. A

Premier Cru Pommard 2018
More spice, pepper note; brown butter; florals on the finish. Barrel 
sample. A-



Premier Cru Beaune Clos de la Mousse Monopole 2014
Lighter in style but still heavy with fruit; quite youthful. B+

Premier Cru Beaune Clos de la Mousse Monopole 2018
Lighter body, a green note; slightly unripe. B

Premier Cru Beaune Grèves Vigne de L'Enfant Jesus 2013
Bold berry notes, heavy with fruit; chocolate on the back. B+

Premier Cru Beaune Grèves Vigne de L'Enfant Jesus 2018
Chewy, some nougat, mild fruit; restrained. Barrel sample. B+

Premier Cru Volnay Les Caillerets 2018
Beautiful balance of earth, spice, and fruit. Dense raspberry finish. A

Premier Cru Nuits-Saint-Georges Les Cailles 2014
Fun herbal note here; fresh fruit, lots of cherries. A

Premier Cru Nuits-Saint-Georges Les Cailles 2015
Very ripe, fruit laden; somewhat simpler than 2014. A-

Premier Cru Nuits-Saint-Georges Les Cailles 2018
Similar to standard Nuits, with licorice notes and some vanilla folded in. 
Barrel sample. A-

Grand Cru Chambertin-Clos de Bèze 2018
Powerful nose, huge with fruit both red and black. Anise, vanilla, 
chocolate. Barrel sample. A

Grand Cru Le Corton 2014
Lots of earth, with restrained fruit. Hint of pepper and violets. Complex. A

Grand Cru Le Corton 2018
A jaw-dropper; elegant with blackberry, licorice, and mint. Floral finish. 
Exquisite. A+



Meursault Les Clous 2018
Slight tropical note; brioche and melon. A-

Puligny-Montrachet 2018
Big brioche, doughy; intense lemon gives it tons of life. A

Chassagne-Montrachet 2018
Thin and a bit green, quite metallic. B-

Premier Cru Beaune Clos Saint-Landry Monopole 2011
Tropical, with notes of lemon, dough and custard. A-

Premier Cru Beaune Clos Saint-Landry Monopole 2018
Fresh melon, toasty with buttery notes. A-

Premier Cru Meursault Genevrières 2011 
Creamier, oaky vanilla note; more New World in style. B+

Premier Cru Meursault Genevrières 2018
Dense yet pretty, florals, lemon peel, quince. A-

Grand Cru Chevalier-Montrachet 2013
Moderated oak, vanilla; creamy with a lemon kick. A-

Grand Cru Chevalier-Montrachet 2018
Tons of florals, butter and spice; lengthy finish. A

Grand Cru Corton-Charlemagne 2018
Boldly peachy, apricots, spice, and some saline; powerfully fruity and 
lush; edge of vanilla. A



 

 
 

 

 
 

RED 

Nuits-Saint-Georges Premier Cru Les Cailles Domaine – 95 

Savory, black cherries and spice ; fresh, good, acidity. Very detailed, very fine and elegant.  

 

Bonnes Mares Grand Cru – 96 

Fine, transparent, with enormous depth ; spice and fruit, very silky tannins, all in tense balance.  

 

Chambertin Clos de Bèze Grand Cru – 96 

Rich, quite opulent, lovely acidity ; concentrated and vastly deep, but dances.  

 

Clos Vougeot Grand Cru – 96 

Beautifully aromatic, deep, sleek. Black-cherry and incense notes. Totally at ease with itself.  

 

Echézeaux Grand Cru – 96 

Sleek and limpid, beautiful silky texture, deceptively light-feeling, deep and black-fruited, 

terrifically elegant.  

 

 



 

 
 

Beaune Premier Cru Grèves Vigne de l’Enfant Jésus – 93 

Supple, with a creamy coating over a firm structure, and huge depth. Restrained, subtle, 

complex, compelling.  

 

Volnay Premier Cru Les Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot – 94 

Expressive, juicy, spicy; lots of mineral cherry fruit and a huge finish. Will be lovely.  

 

WHITE 

 

Meursault Premier Cru Charmes – 93 

Pure, intense, very complex, very tight, very restrained and subtle. Smoke on the finish, very fine 

and elegant: linearity made flesh.  

 

Meursault Premier Cru Genevrières – 93 

Pure, tense, tight, taut, very subtle, with a very powerful finish. Lovely.  

 

Meursault Premier Cru Les Gouttes d’Or – 93 

Tense, rich, very terroir, with salt and citrus notes, all tucked in and tightly packed.  

 

Meursault Premier Cru Perrières – 93 

Tight, tense, all the chalk and cream in a tight knot, very fresh and fine. Great length.  

 

Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru – 94 

Closed; some restrained exuberance, all reined in, with great detail and precision.  

 

Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru La Cabotte – 95 

Energetic, driven, tense, and closed. All packed power, but worn lightly, and perfect poise.  

 

Montrachet Grand Cru – 95 

More exuberant, more extrovert than eiter Chevalier at the moment; almost bouncy, with peach 

and stone-fruit notes, cream, all showing much more. But on the finish it suddenly goes serious, 

and is long, tight, and powerful.  
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tasting / laying down / 2018 Burgundy
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On the face of it, 2018 is an  
easy vintage to sum up and 
categorize. It was hot, dry, early, 

very ripe and, for a second merciful year, 
volumes were satisfactory: quite often on 
the generous side for reds and decidedly 
abundant for whites. 

As for quality, the fanfare began 
before pickers even set foot in the 
vineyards and there is certainly much  
to enthuse about. But that doesn’t mean 
the picture is uniform. There are some 
overripe, jammy, high-alcohol reds that 
have lost sight of both Pinot Noir and 
Burgundy. They are, though, a small 
minority. The very good to excellent  
reds include simple Bourgognes, village 
wines, and higher, cooler, appellations, 
notably the Hautes Côtes, as well as the 
grander names. The best are aromatic, 
intense, and fleshy, with rich but  
pure fruit, fine tannin structure, and, 
counterintuitively, marked freshness, 
which gives them that crucial attribute, 
balance, and makes them, according to 
Pascal Marchand of Marchant-Tawse, 
“more lively than 2003 or 2015.”  
Asking growers to play the likeness 
game produces, among others, 1947, 
1990, and 2015 with a bit of 2017,  
but really it’s a year unlike any other.  
As for the whites, the best have  
vitality, concentration, and precise, 
elegant fruit—even Chablis, although 
some aficionados will surely lament  
the atypical richer, weightier, less  
steely style. 

The growing season overall was 
relatively disease- and drama-free, 

although severe frosts hit Rully at the 
end of April, spring heralded some 
yield-reducing mildew in the Côte de 
Nuits, including at Domaine de la 
Romanée Conti, and hail savaged parts 
of Nuits-St-Georges in July, including 
the premiers crus of Les St-Georges,  
Les Vaucrains, and Clos de la Maréchale. 
But for the most part the outcome was  
a harvest of healthy, clean, ripe grapes for 
a second successive year, accompanied 
by another huge collective sigh of relief 
by growers still scarred by the effects  
of the frost and hail-hit trio of 2014,  
2015, and 2016. 

Although low on drama, it wasn’t 
without worry. It was a season where 
constant vigilance and work in the 
vineyards paid off, particularly shoot-
thinning, a point stressed by young 
growers such as Adrien Pillot of 
Domaine Fernand & Laurent Pillot in 
Chassagne-Montrachet and Gaetane 
Carré of Domaine Denis Carré, Hautes 
Côtes de Beaune. As the summer 
progressed, the biggest fear was that it 
would be a repeat of 2003—torrid and 
desiccating. It was certainly the hottest 
and driest summer since then: 2ºC (3.6ºF) 
warmer than average from April to 
September and 5ºC (8ºF) warmer for the 
first 15 days of August. Sunlight levels 
were also exceptional and there was  
60 percent less rain than in an average 
growing season. But happily, with few 
exceptions, the fears of another 2003 
proved unfounded. What made the 
difference meteorologically was winter 
rain and cooler summer nights. 

A very wet winter and an often  
damp spring left the water table high, 
providing vines with a crucial store of 
water in July and August, to the benefit 
of deeper-rooted, older vines especially. 
It was the wettest October to March  
for 25 years with 500mm (20 inches)  
of rain, and the first quarter of 2018 was 
the wettest for more than half a century. 
(Truly, a dream year for statisticians and 
record keepers.) 

The drop in nighttime temperatures 
in July and August helped retain the 
grapes’ tartaric acid, and thus the 
unexpected and much appreciated 
freshness and vitality in the wines—an 
unusual signature of a vintage of 
generally high alcohol. (Some Pinot 
Noirs are an eye-watering 15% ABV.)  
The lower temperatures also offered 
welcome opportunities to pick in the 
mornings before the grapes heated up, 
which helped prevent runaway and 
stuck fermentations and uncomfortable 
levels of Brett, all threats with the 
later-picked, higher-potential-alcohol 
fruit in particular. 

Dealing with heat
The other key difference compared  
to 2003 is human—growers in 2018  
had gained more experience of warm 
summers and applied it in both 
vineyards and wineries. The intervening 
15 years had seen viticultural practices 
evolve in response to climate change  
and growers were not only more 
accustomed to harvesting in August  
but to being ready to pick at a moment’s 

notice—a metaphorical moment, 
perhaps, but a day could make all the 
difference in 2018. The optimum period 
of ripeness has gradually concertinaed 
with climate change, so that, with 2018’s 
soaring sugar levels, the decision about 
exactly when to pick each plot was more 
critical than ever. Some miscalculated, 
resulting in rather jammy Pinot, but 
gratifyingly not as many as one might 
have anticipated.

While the majority picked early,  
not everyone did. In Volnay, Nicolas 
Rossignol started on September 1, later 
than in 2003 (when he began on August 
23) and later than 2007 and 2011. “I’m not 
analyzing, I taste the berries. In 2003 we 
had high pH and low acid, but the wines 
still taste so fresh. We have a lot of other 
things to balance the wine, not just acid 
and tannin. The most important thing  
is ripe grapes.” He is aging the wines 
longer than usual: “When you have a  
big wine you need a lot of aging.” In 
contrast, Nicolas Potel of Maison Roche 
de Bellène and Domaine de Bellène is 
bottling four to five months earlier than 
usual and it’s the first vintage he hasn’t 
used new oak—or, “a tiny bit maybe.” 
“The ripeness was crazy,” he says. 
Harvesting began on September 4  
and was completed, using 80 pickers,  
six days later—all 22ha (54 acres) with  
an average yield of 54.45hl/ha, a good 
vintage in terms of volume. Alcohol 
levels are 13.5–14.5% in the reds in bottle 
that I tasted. Others had an early start  
but a drawn-out harvest. At the 4.2ha 
(10-acre) Parinet-owned Domaine du 
Roc des Boutires in Poully-Fuissé, 
picking began on August 28 and wasn’t 
completed until September 13. At 
Domaine Joseph Colin in St-Aubin,  
they started on August 28 and finished 
nearly four weeks later.

Bottling at Domaine de la Romanée-
Conti began in January, which is about 
average. But the vintage is far from 
average. Aubert de Villaine, never one 
given to hyperbole, describes it as: 

“Beautiful, beautiful. A vintage that  
will leave its mark.” In what way?  
“A combination of fruit, the 
concentration of tastes. It’s difficult to 
say because the wines are so obviously 
great. The volume in the wine, the 
thickness that is not at all heaviness.  
And at the same time there is no lack  
of freshness. A great combination  
of all these things.” We have to take  
de Villaine’s word at this stage because 
DRC’s practice is to release its wines  
a year later than the norm, meaning the 

In the hottest growing season since 2003, the vast majority of Burgundy’s 
vignerons avoided excessive ripeness and jammy flavors, producing aromatic 
fleshy, reds and concentrated whites, both with a surprising balancing 
freshness, says Joanna Simon, as she introduces a vintage about which there 
is “much to enthuse.” Additional notes from Neil Beckett, Stephen Brook, 
Michael Edwards, Margaret Rand, and Michael Schuster

2018 BURGUNDY 
THE BALANCE OF A HOT YEAR 

To start on a positive note, the bountiful crop of 
Chablis 2018 was largely picked early, around 
or before September 3. The grapes were in 
excellent condition with a high level of maturity 
and no rot to speak of. After three years in a 
row of very short harvests, 2018 saved a lot 
of Chablisien livelihoods. The cellars were full 
again. Economically, such plenty stabilized 
the international market and steadied prices. 
For once the frequent yo-yo of pricing has 
ceased, at least for a while. Didier Séguier, the 
cellar master at William Fèvre, calls 2018 a 
wonderfully mature vintage, its richness and 
fruitiness sure to be a crowd pleaser. John B 
Gilman, the highly respected New York-based 
Burgundy critic, is also positive, finding the 
freshness and pure flavors of the best Chablis 
growers attractive and hedonistic—but to be 
drunk before the truly classic 2017s.

Looking deeper at the Chablis growing 
season, it was full of contrasts: January hot, 
with the highest temperature since 1945; 
Spring mercurial, dry but with values down 
by more than 30% for April and May. A 
successful flowering, but then high summer 
saw a worsening drought; rainfall in July was 
70% below normal. Scorching temperatures 
in August. September brought a drought even 
more marked than in July. So, there were a lot of 
serious challenges. Inevitably, the final quality 
could turn out to be very variable grower to 
grower. A light touch in the winemaking—
judicious and disciplined use of oak—was 
essential. Acidity is said to be lowish. I am a bit 
skeptical about this; I don’t believe that Chablis 
acidity is that deficient in the best hands. 

As is often the case in solaire vintages of 
northern Burgundy, the entry-level appellations 
are often successful. Petit Chablis is often a 
great and pleasant surprise, richer and more 

succulent than I remember it. Similarly, the 
quality of straight Chablis can be a delight, be 
it from the edge of a grand cru, like Domaine 
des Malandes envers Valmur, or the remarkable 
Chablis tout court of Domaine Christian 
Moreau, which shows a lovely ripeness in 
balance with a subtle saline underpin of the 
Kimmeridgian terroir. The scale of flavors in 
premiers crus selectively impresses. Vau de 
Vey, one of the more recent premiers crus, 
planted in the 1980s on Portlandian soils,  
is for thoughtful observers the most directly 
Chablisien for its dynamism and energy, 
an invigorating aperitif before a plate of 
oysters—tellingly a cooler site, as is the always 
interesting north-facing Les Lys. Continuing this 
cooler theme, on the left bank of the Serein, 
premier cru Beauroy, on clay soils, absorbs 
the heat well, as does the ageworthy Côte de 
Léchet which, against the trend, is as always 
a keeper, to 2028 and beyond. For me, the 
big-gun premiers of the right bank show the 
quality and durability of the terroir facing down 
the weather. Montée de Tonnerre, from several 
hands, is a lasting winner on account of its  
high altitude and rocky soil.

Turning to the grands crus, exact exposition 
in these demanding conditions matters. 
Personally, I think the southeast aspect of 
Vaudésir will eventually show more grace 
than directly south-facing Les Clos, where 
the brilliant exception is Domaine Pinson, 
mitigating the intense richness of its lower 
Les Clos parcels with some intuitive light-
footed winemaking. Other great successes 
are east-facing Valmur, delicacy with strength, 
and my favorite grand cru of all, Les Preuses, 
southwest-facing, benefiting from the finesse 
that comes from gentler afternoon sun, 
balancing the texture of its rich yet stony soils.

MICHAEL EDWARDS’S VERDICT ON CHABLIS

2018s will be released early next year 
when others show their 2019s. 

On that note I shall let the last word 
on the 2018 vintage go to Luc Pavelot, 
who has taken over the running of 
Domaine Pavelot in Pernand-Vergelesses 
with his sister Lise: “Exceptional.  
Our father said he had never seen fruit  
of this quality—ripe and very healthy. 
You can’t have vintages like 2018 and 
2019 every year.” 2019? “It’s even better 
balanced than 2018.” He wasn’t the only 
one to express such sentiments…
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tasting / laying down / 2018 Burgundy

suppleness to the tannins. Mid-ruby, with an intense 
natural luster. A very enchanting scent, gently exotic, 
peppery, spicy, and roseate (but only positive signs 
of the 50% whole-bunch fermentation), then 
a dense, rich, structured palate, with effortless 
intensity and (yes) remarkable suavity of tannin. | 92+

Clos de la Roche Grand Cru 

NB | A cuvée Grégory has been making since his 
arrival here in 2002: some 900 precious bottles, 
from a small parcel at the south of the appellation 
toward the grand cru sector of Chaffots and Clos 
St-Denis. Grégory's beloved Chassin barrels allow 
the aérien, floral aromas (hallmark peony and violet, 
as Grégory says) to captivate unhindered. Amazing, 
if fitting, black-strap intensity and profundity, but 
what is still more amazing is the effortless harmony 
and levity with which it is all related, through richly 
layered but supremely silken tannins. | 95–96

BOUCHARD PÈRE ET FILS

Nuits-St-Georges Premier Cru  
Les Cailles Domaine

MR | Savory, black cherries and spice; fresh, good 
acidity. Very detailed, very fine and elegant. | 95

Bonnes Mares Grand Cru

MR | Fine, transparent, with enormous depth; spice 
and fruit, very silky tannins, all in tense balance. | 96

Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru

MR | Rich, quite opulent, lovely acidity; concentrated 
and vastly deep, but dances. | 96

Clos Vougeot Grand Cru 

MR | Beautifully aromatic, deep, sleek. Black-cherry 
and incense notes. Totally at ease with itself. | 96

Echézeaux Grand Cru  

MR | Sleek and limpid, beautiful silky texture, 
deceptively light-feeling, deep and black-fruited, 
terrifically elegant. | 96

MAISON CHAMPY

Echézeaux Grand Cru

NB | Although the two Vosne premiers crus, 
Beaumonts and Suchots, are both promising, this 
grand cru, from Echézeaux du Dessus, at the heart 
of the appellation, above Grands Echézeaux, is 
a clear step up and fully worthy of its name and 
status. A beautiful kirsch nose, where experienced 
and talented technical director Dimitri Bazas also 
finds hallmark chocolate and mint ("After Eights"), 
then a close-knit palate of unforced freshness, 
power, and persistence. Outstanding Echézeaux. | 94

Mazis-Chambertin Grand Cru

NB | Medium-deep ruby. A sample drawn from 
a racked barrel, new, as were all the others used 

for this wine, but no negative sign of that: a very 
clean, reserved, but properly slightly "wild" nose, 
of light cherry, garrigue, and lightly smoked meat. 
Remarkably elegant for this often quite sturdy cru, 
with a very fine-spun silken texture, but excellent 
energy, race, and persistence as well. Superb. | 95

CHANSON
NB | Although the very dedicated managing director 
here, Vincent Avenel, makes a point of serving the 
house's Côte de Nuits reds before those from the Côte de 
Beaune—and proves the point perfectly in that the latter 
suffer not at all from the comparison and progression—
the two Gevrey wines shown are not in any sense 
stooges, both being very good in their own right.

Gevrey-Chambertin

NB | A blend from different parcels around the 
village, including one at the foot of premier cru 
Cazetiers. Deep ruby, hinting at the concentration  
in the grapes, from even lower yields than usual.  
A lovely nose, with only positive signs of the 100% 
whole-bunch fermentation that is one of the 
distinguishing features of the house: floral, kirsch, 
very lightly peppery and spicy. A gratifying close-
knit texture, already almost velvety, ripe but not at  
all sluggish, and it remains succulent throughout.  
An outstanding village wine from what many regard 
as the most successful village in the vintage. | 90

Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru La Perrière

NB | A characterful, expressive wine from a parcel 
with lightish soil (on the site of a former quarry) 
below grand cru Mazis-Bas. Deep ruby. A lightly 
reductive nose (barrel sample) but the purity of the 
freshly ripe red and black fruit still shines through. 
Very elegant, refined, and silky, with good definition 
and tension, taut rather than tight, dry but not at all 
drying, the finesse already showing on the finish. | 91

EDOUARD DELAUNAY
NB | A highly successful second vintage in the 
Burgundian renaissance of this fifth-generation family 
firm led by the admirably ambitious, well connected 
and qualified Laurent Delaunay. Because they carefully 
source from others (grapes rather than must wherever 
possible) and cannot always control all aspects of the 
viticulture, they are all the more conscientious and 
meticulous, explains Laurent, in their vinification (in a 
fully renovated winery) and élevage (with barrels from 
eight coopers to match the wood to the wine). There 
are guiding principles but no recipes, he says, no two 
wines being made the same way by the talented young 
winemaker Christophe Briotet.

Nuits-St-Georges

NB | An hors classe flagship cuvée, from north and 
south of this tripartite village to give a complete and 
rounded reflection of it, the most significant parcel 
being in Les Longecourts, below premier cru Les 
St-Georges, which contributes depth and structure. 
Deep luminous ruby. Clean and darkly fruited to 
smell, the oak integrating well (5 of the 19 barrels 
were new, which seems perfect). Remarkable density 
but also freshness and mineral vitality, exceptionally 
complex and complete for the level. | 90–91

Nuits-St-Georges Premier Cru Les Crots

NB | A small premier cru at the northern end of the 
southern sector of the village, near a quarry, with 
light, very stony soils, which give it a distinctive, 
strong identity. Medium-deep ruby. A discreet but 
engaging nose, freshly ripe, with a light whiff of 
earthy licorice and smoke. Better still on the palate, 
which has perfectly balanced integrity, purity, race, 
and ripeness. Real excitement and interest. | 92–93

Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru

NB | A highly successful blend of Charmes (3 pièces) 
and Mazoyères (one pièce). Medium-deep ruby.  
A very alluring nose, darkly fruited, intense, fresh 
but fully ripe, with light kirsch lift and no trace of 
the wood (even though 50% was new). Ample and 
mouthfilling, grandly gentle and seductively supple, 
but gracefully fresh and vital as well, with great 
elegance, finesse, and persistence on the spiraling 
finish—unusually complete, seeming to reflect its 
dual, mutually enhancing origins. | 94–95

Griotte-Chambertin Grand Cru

NB | An emblematic cuvée here since the days 
of Laurent's grandfather, from the smallest of the 
Gevrey grands crus. There is one precious pièce of 
this very special wine, élevé, along with some other 
top cuvées, in the cellar under the repurchased 
family property, Château de Charmont. Medium-
deep ruby, a natural luster. A fabulous scent, 
captivating in its delicacy and intricacy, which, 
with its subtle whiffs of cherry and stone, seems to 
support both the least and the most likely theories 
of the origins of the name (in the estimable view 
of Jasper Morris MW): griotte cherries (from the 
former presence of cherry trees or the aroma and 
flavor of cherries often found in the wines) and 
criotte ("a little bit of chalk"), corrupted to Griotte. 
There is also an entirely enhancing very light 
toastiness from the wood, which Laurent describes 
as "demi-neuf," the barrel having been "softened" by 
another wine for six months to reduce the influence 
of the new oak. On the palate, the exhilarating 
freshness and persistence are as remarkable as  
the melting softness of the texture, resulting from 
the exquisite refinement of the tannins. | 95–96

DOMAINE JOSEPH DROUHIN

Chambolle-Musigny Premier Cru 
Amoureuses

SB | Deep red. Lifted raspberry-coulis aromas, the 
stylish nose given complexity from a touch of mint 
and delicate oak. This is velvety, generous, and 
opulent without being heavy, and has muscle as well 
as sucrosity. Complex, seductive, and very long. | 96

Bonnes Mares Grand Cru 

SB | Deep red. Lush plum and cherry nose, 
voluptuous and seductive. Full-bodied and plump, 
this displays volume and weight without opting 
for great extraction. It's generous and velvety for 
Bonnes Mares, but just lacks a little tension and 
drive. Long. | 93

Musigny Grand Cru 

SB | Deep red. Sweet, intense, cherry and mint nose, 
lifted and pure. The attack is silky, with polished 
tannins. Sleek and poised, it shows gentle acidity  
but it's well balanced: still in its shell but the finish  
is lingering, exquisite, and very long. | 96

Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru 

SB | Deep red. Aromatically, this is similar to the 
Charmes-Chambertin, with the same fruit profile, 
but with a touch more force. It's very opulent and 
fleshy, concentrated of course, and shows awesome 
heft and power but enough acidity to give some 
finesse and drive. Long. | 94

Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru 

SB | Dense and super-ripe black-cherry nose. Oak 
gives this rich, plump, and concentrated wine its 
ample tannic structure. Fortunately it also has some 
vigor, though the acidity is modest and it lacks some 
finesse and persistence. | 92

Vosne-Romanée Premier Cru 
Petits Monts 

SB | Very ripe cherry and plum nose, with a light 
vanilla tone. Rich and concentrated, this has bold 
but ripe tannins, yet it's seamless, too, and displays 
energy and a positive rustic edge. Long. | 93

Grands Echézeaux Grand Cru 

SB | The nose is a delight, with sweet lifted 
cherry fruit of great elegance. There's a beguiling 
silkiness here, immense clarity and precision, with 
polished tannins and fine acidity. Very elegant, this 
is beautifully balanced though it has power and 
pungency, too. Long. | 96

Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru 

SB | Deep red. The nose is juicy and plummy, 
ripe but vibrant, with some vanilla tones. The 
attack is supple and fleshy for this cru, and while 
concentrated, it has only moderate tannins and 
acidity. A bit rugged but not rustic, with a long 
piquant finish. | 92

DOMAINE DROUHIN LAROZE

Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru

SB | Deep red. Aromatically, this is more vibrant 
than the Chapelle-Chambertin, with ripe, fleshy 
cherry and blackberry fruit. Suave, concentrated, 
and generous with impressive breadth of flavor, this 
combines polished tannins with some sucrosity on 
the finish. It just lacks some force and drive to carry 
it to the highest level. | 92

Bonnes Mares Grand Cru

SB | The cherry-scented nose is juicy, vibrant, and 
assertive. Suave, rounded and concentrated, this is 
unusually forward but has some grip and complexity. 
The finish is quite long, with spicy oak and perky 
acidity on the finish. | 92

JANE EYRE

Côtes de Nuits-Villages 

MR | An astonishingly powerful wine for this 
appellation. Black fruit, juicy and supple, creamy 
 and elegant. And expensive. | 90

Gevrey-Chambertin 

MR | Big, powerful and subtle; cherries and cream, 
spice-tinged black fruit, nice tension. | 93

DOMAINE FAIVELEY

Chambolle-Musigny Premier Cru  
Les Amoureuses 

NB | Aromatically this is an enigmatic and unusually 
reserved expression of this special site, remarkable 
not for its aérien grace but its depth and intensity. 
The grapes (enough for only two pièces, one new) 
come from the normal parcel, quite near Bonnes 
Mares, but the richer structure seems also to result 
from the low yields (25–30 hl/ha) and the 30% 
whole-bunch fermentation. There is still a glorious 
refinement to the tannins, but they are more 
abundant and evident than usual, with a lightly bitter 
edge, so the gifted technical director Jérôme Flous  
is surely right to say that it will need and reward 
a long élevage. Difficult to appreciate fully at this 
very early stage, but it is easy to believe it has huge 
potential. | 94–95?

Musigny Grand Cru 

NB | A great experience and a great privilege to 
taste this (as usual there will be only 500 bottles 
or so). A deep ruby but a natural luster, too. An 
astonishing, more recognizably special, scent, at 
once dark-fruited, with a bitter-chocolate intensity, 
and elegantly restrained, with no hint that all of the 
oak is new. The intensity and scale on the palate, 
with plentiful but powdery tannins, are matched  
by the sublime refinement that makes this such  
a magical site. | 98–99

Gevrey-Chambertin Vieilles Vignes

NB | A quite magnificent village wine, even for 
Gevrey in this vintage. Jérôme explains that the 
domaine now has some 30 parcels across 11ha  
(27 acres), including lieux-dits Clos Prieur and Les 
Jeunes Rois, giving a global overview of the village, 
but after blind and rigorously selective tastings 
he bottles only three fifths, selling off the rest. 
Medium-deep ruby. A beautiful nose, complex 
and harmonious, not "big" but fresh, intense, and 
intricate, with dark cherry, kirsch, light licorice (no 
whole-bunch). Astonishing volume, with a layered 
richness , but not in the least heavy or ugainly, 
properly structured with high-quality tannins. | 91

Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru Cazetiers

SB | Succulent cherry nose, quite oaky but poised. 
Sleek and velvety, this is admirably concentrated, 
with polished tannins. It's oaky but not to excess,  
and has tension, drive, and persistence. | 92

Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru 
Clos des Issarts

SB | Sweet cherry and vanilla nose, intense and 
vibrant. The entry is supple but tannins soon kick in, 
as does the substantial presence of new oak. Vibrant 
if not very nuanced, and packs a punch. Long. | 92

Gevrey-Chambertin Premier Cru 
Lavaux St-Jacques

NB | Jerôme describes this as the perfect bridge 
between the other two top Gevrey premiers crus, 
Clos des Issarts and Cazetiers. Medium-deep ruby. 
Positive, lightly reductive restraint, darkly fruited, 
with light licorice. A lovely, layered, silky, even 
worn velvet texture, which compensates for the 
low acidity, Jerôme suggests; a properly supportive 
structure underneath, but so seductively wrapped, 
and all without any loss of elegance or freshness.| 93

Chambertin-Clos de Bèze Grand Cru 

NB | No Ouvrées Rodin on show this year, but 
this "classic" cuvée is so thrilling that it is hard to 
imagine that the mono-parcel selection is much 
more special than this blend of the other two. 
Medium-deep ruby. An exquisite nose, "cherry" 
not remotely doing justice to its depth, intensity, or 
purity, which is mirrored on the multi-faceted, multi-
layered palate. Glorous silken refinement, combining 
"the drinkability of Latricières with the power of 
Mazis," in Jérôme's neat summation. | 96

Latricières-Chambertin Grand Cru 

NB | Almost always a favorite wine here, and this 
vintage is no exception. Luminous mid-ruby. A 
brilliantly detailed, intricate, and seductive nose, 
faintly smoky, then an elegant, flowing, supple 
palate, finishing with a graceful flourish. | 95

Mazis-Chambertin Grand Cru  

NB | Medium-deep ruby. Deep, dark-cherry scent, 
ripe, lightly spicy. More powerfully structured than 
the Latricières, as usual, but still very elegant thanks 
to the very fine quality of the tannins. | 95

Nuits-St-Georges Premier Cru  
Les Damodes 

NB | A northeast-facing site, which can struggle to 
ripen in cooler years but can shine in warmer ones 
such as 2018. Deep ruby, a natural luster. Ripe red 
and black fruit on the nose, lightly spicy. Brilliant 
focus and intensity on the palate, but beautifully 
enrobed, with a gorgeous refinement of texture. 
Great potential; should be superb in 6 or 7 years, 
and for at least as long thereafter. | 93

Nuits-St-Georges Premier Cru  
Les St-Georges

SB | Charmingly open on the nose, exhibiting ripe 
upfront red fruits; lifted and floral, too. Medium-
bodied for this cru but firm ripe tannins creep up  
on the mid-palate, which is compact and spicy.  
This shows some complexity and length. | 92
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CÔTE DE BEAUNE

DOMAINE COMTE ARMAND

Pommard Premier Cru Clos des Epeneaux   

MR | Big and powerful but aromatic. Blackberry, 
cassis, black cherry, concentrated, and deep. Lowish 
acidity, floral, lavender notes, but very fresh. | 91

DOMAINE BALLOT-MILLOT

Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Morgeot Tête de Clos

SB | Pear and apricot aromas dominate the nose, 
which is rich and brooding. Plump and full-bodied, 
creamy and luxurious, this has opulence without 
heaviness. The finish is toasty and nutty, showing 
discreet power and admirable length. | 93

Meursault Premier Cru Genevrières 

SB | Rich and generous on the nose, which is 
mineral, appley, and quite toasty. Sleek and 
concentrated, with assertive lemony acidity, this  
has a welcome tartness without greenness. It  
shows complexity, and has a long, nutty finish. | 93

BICHOT (DOMAINE DU PAVILLON)
White

Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Morgeot

SB | The nose is bright and appley, precise and 
poised. The fresh attack contributes more tension 
than most wines in this vintage, and there is fine 
acidity, force and persistence, and a toasty finish. | 93

Meursault Premier Cru Charmes

SB | The nose is opulent with ripe pear aromas. 
Suave and concentrated, this has a fine texture, 
while delicate acidity gives finesse. Balanced and 
charming with depth of flavor; fine and long. | 92

Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru

SB | The nose has typical force, robust and mineral, 
with appley aromas. Creamy and concentrated, this 
shows power and force. It's mineral, gently toasty, 
with good potential and welcome grip. | 94

Red

Pommard Clos des Ursulines

SB | The nose is ripe but delicate, with cherry and 
raspberry aromas. Lean and fresh, though there are 
tannins in the background. Polished, quite long. | 90

DOMAINE BITOUZET-PRIEUR

Meursault Premier Cru Charmes

SB | The spicy, toasty nose delivers finesse and lift.
Suave but not heavy, it displays spry acidity, enough 
concentration, and a tangy, lemony finish. | 91

DOMAINE HENRI BOILLOT

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Clos de la Mouchère  

MR | Tense, smoky, tightly wound, and savory;  
very good, very earthy and salty. | 92

Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru   

MR | Smoky, very struck-match, tense, compelling. 
Almost floral, almost delicate, very fine, but very 
concentrated. | 95

DOMAINE JEAN-MARC BOILLOT

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru Referts

MR | Savory, herbal, celery, a touch of hay, salt; 
complex. Structured and concentrated, but tense, 
too. Substantial finish, salty and earthy. | 90

Bâtard-Montrachet Grand Cru

MR | Fresh, creamy, smoky; concentrated and tight, 
yet feels light on its feet. Restrained, holds back. 
Tightly knit, precise, detailed. | 94

JEAN-CLAUDE BOISSET
White

Beaune Premier Cru Les Vignes Franches

NB | A unique expression of Les Vignes Franches 
as a white wine, from 80-year-old vines whose 
small millerandé bunches yielded only 15hl/ha even 
in the generous 2018 vintage. Aromatically, a little 
muddled because racked only the day before, but 
the quality is abundantly clear from the palate: 
dense and rich but with excellent animating acidity, 
especially for the vintage (harvested on September 
3, the feast of St Gregory the Great, his namesake 
Grégory Patriat, the winemaker recalls) and a 
fabulously flourishing finish. I agree with Grégory 
that many Corton-Charlemagnes are less exciting 
than this. Fewer than 1,000 bottles, sadly, but well 
worth seeking out. | 92

Puligny-Montrachet Le Trézin

NB | The altitude of this high vineyard (1,000–1,150ft 
[300–350m])—the only Puligny village lieu-dit 
at the top of the slope—was beneficial this warm 
vintage, and even late-harvested it reached only 
12.5% ABV. There is nothing at all undernourished 
about the nose though, which is restrained but ripe. 
An excellent balance on the palate, too, the acidity 
perfectly pitched but far from shrill, the body sleek 
but silky, and the finesse on the finish thrilling. | 91

Red

Beaune Premier Cru Les Grèves 

NB | Grégory uses different, but equally meaningful, 
images for this cuvée—"the beast of the cellar," 
"a wild horse that needs to be tamed"—and for 
such a special wine you do indeed need to reach 
for the words. The power stems partly from the 

distinguished site and partly from the genetic 
material of the vines—an old massal selection, now 
80 years old, which even in the 2018 vintage yielded 
only 28hl/ha. A medium-deep ruby, natural luster. 
Aromatically, very intense, pure, and profound, with 
light positive pepper notes (50% whole-bunch). 
Grand cru concentration and scale, but grand cru 
class, too, with no roughness to the abundant but 
very fine-grain, silky, and supple tannins. It may be 
"un Monsieur," as Grégory says, but he has revealed 
his gentler side, partly (Grégory is sure) because 
there is no stiffening SO2 starch to his collar. | 94–95

Pommard La Combotte

NB | Grégory has the admirable aim of producing 
the best wine of its type, and it is hard to imagine 
a more exceptional village Pommard than this, in 
what he describes as its "glory vintage." No whole-
bunch, but a long (30-day) maceration. A very 
aérien, graceful scent—"anti-Pommard," perhaps, 
pace Grégory, but very inviting. Equally seductive on 
the palate, with an astonishing cashmere softness, 
but also the freshness and supportive structure 
underneath not to seem loose or aimless. | 92–93

Savigny-lès-Beaune Premier Cru  
Aux Serpentières

NB | As with the Pommard above, this is surely 
unsurpassed of its type. From old vines, ravaged by 
millerandage, so very low yields, but very healthy and 
ripe, which allowed Grégory to retain 50% of the 
stems, which may have contributed to the aromatic 
freshness of the wine, though there is hardly any 
sign of them as such (certainly no negative trace). 
Real depth on the palate, and exciting freshness 
on the flourishing finish, but enrobed in the softest 
velvet: a superb texture. No SO2 to "burn the terroir," 
as Grégory believes now, and Serpentières certainly 
shows through supremely well here. | 92–93

Corton-Les Renardes Grand Cru 

NB | Only the second vintage from a "super" parcel 
of 45-year-old vines, harvested at perfect ripeness 
on September 4. Medium-deep ruby. A completely 
captivating, harmonious, and intricate scent, pure 
raspberry and subtle spice (50% whole-bunch, 
50% new Chassin oak), the other allusions being 
not animal but floral. Balance, elegance, freshness, 
and grace on the palate, and another gloriously fine 
texture. Certainly not "all in finesse"—there is proper 
grand cru intensity as well—but finesse may well be 
the most remarkable of its many qualities. | 94–95

BOUCHARD PÈRE ET FILS
White

Meursault Premier Cru Charmes 

MR | Pure, tense, very complex, very tight, very 
restrained and subtle. Smoke on the finish, very  
fine and elegant: linearity made flesh. | 93

Meursault Premier Cru Genevrières  

MR | Pure, tense, tight, taut, very subtle, with a very 
powerful finish. Lovely. | 93

Meursault Premier Cru Les Gouttes d’Or

MR | Tense, rich, very terroir, with salt and citrus 
notes, all tucked in and tightly packed. | 93

Meursault Premier Cru Perrières  

MR | Tight, tense, all the chalk and cream in a tight 
knot, very fresh and fine. Great length. | 93

Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru

MR | Closed; some restrained exuberance, all reined 
in, with great detail and precision. | 94

Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru  
La Cabotte

MR | Energetic, driven, tense, and closed. All packed 
power, but worn lightly, and perfect poise. | 95

Montrachet Grand Cru

MR | More exuberant, more extrovert than either 
Chevalier at the moment; almost bouncy, with 
peach and stone-fruit notes, cream, all showing 
much more. But on the finish it suddenly goes 
serious, and is long, tight, and powerful. | 95

Red

Beaune Premier Cru Grèves  
Vigne de l’Enfant Jésus 

MR | Supple, with a creamy coating over a firm 
structure, and huge depth. Restrained, subtle, 
complex, compelling. | 93

Volnay Premier Cru Les Caillerets 
Ancienne Cuvée Carnot

MR | Expressive, juicy, spicy; lots of mineral cherry 
fruit and a huge finish. Will be lovely. | 94

DOMAINE JEAN-MARC BOULEY 

Volnay Clos de la Cave

JS | Intense, juicy, sweet cherry perfume, with a 
peck of spice and good depth and fruit definition on 
the palate. Silky tannins and well-tailored acidity:  
a classically elegant, well-balanced Volnay. | 91

Volnay Premier Cru Les Carelles

JS | Fairly deep. The nose is a little shy, but there’s 
pleasing red fruit (raspberry, cherry, redcurrant)  
and a rose-floral waft alongside coffee-edged oak. 
The palate is positive and intense, with sappy acidity 
and tannins that have some grip. | 91

DOMAINE MICHEL BOUZEREAU & FILS

Meursault Les Grands Charrons 

SB | Assertive nose, with apple and citrus aromas. 
The attack is firm and concentrated, showing good 
extract, and a mineral, chewy finish. This isn't crafted 
in a fruit-forward style but is classic and stylish. | 92

Meursault Premier Cru Genevrières 

SB | The nose is rich and exuberant, with apple 
and lime aromas. Rich, creamy, full-bodied, and 
concentrated, this is nonetheless assertive and 
nutty, with good mineral grip. It's harmonious 
despite a slight lack of acidity and punch; long. | 93

MAISON CHAMPY
White

Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru  
Les Folatières

NB | The Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru Les 
Chenevottes is elegant, fine, and subtle, but this 
Folatières, with no new oak, may be even more 
complete and expressive. Pale gold. Lovely florality 
and minerality on the nose, while the freshness is 
well-matched by richness on the palate, where its 
class shows most fully on the long, taut finish. | 91–92

Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru

NB | This stylish wine comes from three parcels 
in the cooler, west-facing En Charlemagne sector, 
which seems to have been an advantage in this 
warm year. Still reserved on the nose, where the 
oak is integrating well (only two of the eight pièces 
were new). Silky and supple, but with all the hoped-
for mineral race and tension, the terroir showing 
through more strongly than the vintage. | 94

Red

Bourgogne Pinot Noir Cuvée Edme

NB | An outstanding regional wine, most from 
parcels opposite Volnay, the rest from Ladoix, all 
hand-harvested and oak-raised (15–20% new). 
Deep ruby. Very clean and fresh, lightly reductive, 
with attractive licorice notes on the nose. Appetizing 
and deliciously drinkable but with very good body, 
density, and texture for the level. | 88–89

Beaune Vieilles Vignes

NB | The organic village wines from Chorey, Savigny, 
Pommard, and Volnay are all compelling, but this 
organic vieilles vignes Beaune cuvée, from vines 
planted in the late 1940s, has an added dimension 
in terms of depth and volume. Deep ruby, luminous. 
A reassuring light whiff of SO2, the wine having been 
bottled the day before I tasted it in November, but 
this did not detract at all from its gloriously creamy 
texture; remarkable harmony, integrity, succulence, 
and volume for the level, and a persuasive reminder 
of how good Beaune can be. | 90

Beaune Premier Cru Aux Cras

NB | An excellent expression of this very fine Beaune 
climat (roughly one third new oak). A lustrous 
medium-deep ruby. Darkly fruited on the nose, but 
with a lovely floral overlay. Appetizing and sapid 
on the palate, with cras elegance, freshness, and 
race, the finely granular quality "mineral rather than 
tannic," suggests Dimitri Bazas, but there is nothing 
at all hard, and it remains silky throughout. | 91

Pernand-Vergelesses Premier Cru  
Île des Vergelesses

NB | While the characterful, ripe Pernand lieu-dit 
Clos de Bully and the Pernand Premier Cru Les 
Vergelesses are both excellent, this cuvée fully 
justifies the reputation of Île des Vergelesses as  
the top vineyard in the village. Medium-deep ruby.  
A lovely amalgam of ripe red and black fruit on the 
nose, with a seductive touch of kirsch (the liqueur 
rather than the eau de vie). Fine-spun and supple, 
but greater density, intensity, and volume than the 
Vergelesses, and even more beauty of flavor. | 92

Corton-Rognet Grand Cru

NB | A fully worthy rendition of one of the Corton 
climats that most clearly warrants grand cru status. 
Medium-deep ruby, a natural luster. Very clean, 
intense nose, no excess oak (only one third new) 
masking the ripe red and black fruit. Excellent 
balance, freshness, and poise, with a layered silk 
texture and gentle mineral tenacity. | 93

CHANDON DE BRIAILLES

Pernand-Vergelesses Premier Cru 
Île des Vergelesses 

SB | The nose shows piquant floral cranberry 
aromas of great charm. Medium-bodied but 
concentrated, graceful, with polished tannins; pretty 
and delicate but deep. Persistent and stylish. | 93

Corton-Bressandes Grand Cru

SB | Intense red-fruits nose, floral and delicate for 
Corton. The attack is sleek and silky, displaying 
effortless tension and finesse. Understated but 
delicious, poised, and long. | 95

CHANSON
White

NB | The admirable house philosophy of nothing added 
or taken away means that there is no acidification, the 
freshness in the whites from the warm 2018 vintage 
coming less from acidity than from pure fruit, minerality, 
salinity, and a well-judged phenolic twist. As usual, full 
malolactic but no bâtonnage, and 12–14 months in 
15–20% new oak, so all bottled at the time of tasting. 

Beaune Premier Cru Clos des Mouches

NB | Pale lemon-gold. A very winning nose: ripe but 
not overripe, with admirable restraint and a light 
saline note. Beautifully limpid palate, rich, round, 
and silky, but very well-balanced by the defintion 
and tension, the sheer concentration also helping 
it hold its shape. The finish is extended and made 
more nuanced by the faint bitternness of the 
perfectly pitched phenolic valediction. An excellent 
expression of this famous site. | 91–92

Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru  
Les Chenevottes

NB | Pale lemon-gold. Ripe yellow fruit but with 
attractive floral lift on the nose. Concentrated, a little 
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Volnay Premier Cru Roncerets

JS | Ripe but crisper and more floral on the nose 
than the Chevrets—scented roses drifting over 
cherry sweetness. There’s no questioning the 
ripeness on the palate, or its silken quality, but 
it’s drier, brighter, tighter, more mineral and more 
intense than the Chevrets. | 93

Volnay Premier Cru Santenots

JS | Rich, dark cherry and earthy, bricky mineral 
notes on the nose. The sweetness of the vintage is 
all there, but it’s a more savory expression, a more 
powerful and monumental one, than the Roncerets 
or Chevret. It will take its time to evolve. | 92

CHÂTEAU DE SANTENAY
White

St-Aubin En Vesvau

NB | Pale gold. Lightly but positively reductive, so 
restrained, but still very appetizing to smell, with 
light apple (ripe green rather than yellow) and 
quince. Medium- to full-body, but real scintillation 
and tension through the flourishing finish of 
impressive length. Outstanding village wine. | 92+

Santenay

NB | A completely hors classe village wine. A little 
reserved still, but clearly healthy on the nose.  
A gravelly minerality on the palate, characterful  
and terrien in a positive sense, round and supple,  
but animated by excellent energy. | 90

Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Abbaye de Morgeot

NB | Pale gold. Reassuringly rather than worryingly 
reductive to smell, clearly both deep and serious. 
Classic Morgeot density and power, but there is 
nothing excessive here (around 13% ABV and 25% 
new oak), and enough complexity, definition, and 
surface tension to enthrall. | 92–93

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Les Folatières

NB | Pale gold. Good aromatic depth and detail, and 
light spice from the well-integrated, well-judged 
oak (both barrels one year old). Round and silky, 
but balanced by an almost numbing intensity and 
minerality, finishing magnificently. A wholly worthy 
rendition of this top Puligny premier cru. | 93–94

Red

Pommard Petit Clos

NB | Another exceptional village wine from a small 
monopole of 60-year-old vines near Château de 
Pommard. Medium-deep ruby. Lightly reductive to 
smell, muscular but well-toned, an amalgam of dark 
fruit but not "black"—nothing excessive. Supple, 
very elegant, flowing, and racy, excellent harmony, 
intensity, and scale for the level. Distinguished.  
Petit by name, perhaps, but not by nature. | 91–92

DOMAINE SAUZET

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Champ Gain

SB | Intense citrus and apricot nose, with an oaky 
sheen. The attack is fresh, while the mid-palate 
is very concentrated. Youthfully assertive, but 
balanced, with fine acidity and persistence. | 93

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Combettes 

SB | The nose is subdued, with aromas of pears and 
some tropical fruit. Rich and broad, it's more fluid 
than Perrières, which is surprising. Silky and stylish 
but it lacks some drive and pungency. | 90

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Folatières En La Richarde

SB | Lime and pear dominate the nose, which  
is exuberant and oaky, with a stylish intensity.  
Svelte and creamy, this is very concentrated and 
spicy, displaying fine underlying acidity. Stylish  
and balanced, it has a lovely texture, too. Moreish, 
but long and should age well. | 94

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru  
La Garenne

SB | Very ripe and perfumed lime and apricot nose. 
The attack is limpid, delivering mouthwatering fruit 
with admirable concentration and spice. Long. | 93

Puligny-Montrachet Premier Cru 
Perrières

SB | Oaky but reticent nose, with pear aromas. 
Sleek and fresh, concentrated and poised, the palate 
sustained by a fine thread of acidity. Long. | 93

DOMAINE TAUPENOT-MERME

Corton-Rognet Grand Cru 

JS | Very aromatic, with floral notes, red and black 
cherries, and a wisp of orange zest. The palate 
is alluringly succulent, creamy and round, but behind  
it is an athletic, life-giving structure of fine tannins 
and this domaine’s signature 2018 freshness. | 94

DOMAINE T VIOLOT-GUILLEMARD 

Beaune Premier Cru Clos des Mouches 

JS | Fresh and aromatic on the nose, glistening 
cherries, with vanilla, nutmeg, and a transient 
but evocative whiff of incense that is transmuted 
fleetingly into jasmine tea on the palate. Immediate, 
fleshy, round fruit hiding underlying grip. | 90

Corton Grand Cru Les Chaumes  

JS | From purchased, organically grown fruit, the first 
time Thierry Violot-Guillemard has made this wine. 
Wonderfully perfumed. Succulent and rich-textured, 
with a firm tannin base, but at the same time light 
on its feet—not exactly dainty but graceful. | 92

CÔTE CHALONNAISE

CHÂTEAU DE CHAMIREY
White

Mercurey La Mission (Monopole)

NB | The Mercurey En Pierrelet is exotic and 
elegantly sumptuous, and this flagship La Mission 
even more complete and vibrant. Intense pale to 
mid-gold. At once intense and restrained to smell, 
clearly fully ripe, with good harmony, the oak 
integrating well. A dense, gratifyingly rich texture, 
voluminous, but there is enough animating, finely 
pointed acidity at the heart of the wine to keep it 
fresh and provide a gently burgeoning finish. | 89–90

Red

Mercurey Clos de la Maladière

NB | Gleaming medium-deep ruby. Very attractive 
and vivid on the nose, darkly fruited but much 
more than that, too: completely clean but earthy. 
Medium-bodied, silky, very appetizing, sapid, and 
succulent, thanks to very fine, old-vine tannins.  
Clear premier cru quality in a village wine. | 90

Mercurey Cuvée Hors Ligne

NB | Medium-deep ruby, with a natural luster. 
Aromatically, this is deeper and even more intense 
than the very good Mercurey tout court, opulent and 
rich but not overripe even in this warm year, darkly 
fruited but more blackberry than black currant, 
serious but far from somber. An astonishing, close-
knit density, highly impressive intensity and scale, 
but nothing exaggerated or forced, with plentiful, 
powerful, but very well-wrought tannins. "Offline" 
(hors ligne), perhaps, but very much on song. | 90–91

Mercurey Premier Cru Clos l'Evèque

NB | Luminous medium-deep ruby. Restrained  
but seemingly well-balanced on the nose, darkly 
fruited, lightly earthy and mineral. On entry, a very 
seductive velvet, worthy of any bishop's gown, 
grand in scale, with proper supporting structure,  
but for all its breadth, depth, and length, this 
manages to remain refreshing and stimulatingly 
vibrant as well. | 91–92

Mercurey Premier Cru Clos des Ruelles

NB | Lustrous medium-deep ruby. Admirable 
aromatic restraint, but intense, slightly higher 
pitched, more detailed, intricate, and subtle than 
the Clos l'Evèque. Medium-bodied, with a very 
finely layered silken texture, excellent balance and 
harmony, good energy and race, but all very well 
controlled: a thoroughbred at a comfortable canter. 
Persistent, stylish, and succulent throughout. | 92–93

Mercurey Premier Cru En Sazenay

NB | Medium-deep ruby. Aromatically reserved but 
stylish, with graceful lift. Medium-bodied and silky, 
but racy, sleek, and vibrant through the mid-palate, 
with gentle grip on the finish. | 90–91

DOMAINE DE LA FERTÉ

Givry Premier Cru Clos de la Servoisine

NB | Medium-deep ruby. A very distinguished nose: 
darkly fruited, intense but nuanced, pure and vivid. 
A gorgeous entry onto the palate, round, silky, and 
supple, effortlessly expansive but with good core 
density and perfectly ripe acidity, well-wrapped in 
close-knit, succulent, even sumptuous, old-vine 
tannins. Controlled but very stylish wine. | 92–93

CHÂTEAU DE SANTENAY
White

Mercurey Le Closeau

NB | The Mercurey La Brigadière is excellent, and 
this village lieu-dit may be even more exciting, 
bottled separately only since 2015 but surely worthy 
of the special treatment. Pale gold. A light mineral 
reduction, but from the limestone terroir rather 
than any gimmickry in the winery. Similarly, the 
restrained vitality on the palate comes less from 
acidity than minerality. Needs time, but the exciting 
finish suggests it will be well worth the wait. | 90–91

Red

Mercurey Les Doués

NB | A dazzlingly successful debut vintage for this 
village lieu-dit. Medium-deep ruby. A beautiful 
scent: darkly fruited, lightly, positively reductive, 
but nothing to mask the aromatic finesse, intricacy, 
and subtlety. Equally impressive on the palate for its 
balance, harmony, and intensity, with remarkable 
structure. An exciting new cuvée is born. | 91–92

Mercurey Premier Cru Les Champs Martin

NB | A very good expression of this highly regarded 
premier cru, from 70-year-old vines. Medium-deep 
ruby. An expressive, open, ripe nose, with light 
licorice and spice. Medium-bodied and round, with 
gentle grip from the fine-grain tannins and a fresh 
finish of good length. Should reward time. | 91–92

DOMAINE DE VILLAINE
White

Bouzeron

NB | The passionate and sensitive Pierre de Benoist 
believes that biodynamic cultivation helped the 
vines cope with the warmth of the year, resulting in 
grapes that were amazingly fresh in acidity as well 
as perfectly healthy and ripe. And so it seems from 
this brilliantly complete expression of the village, 
from 17 different parcels across nine lieux-dits, 
vinified in nine foudres. Pierre is surely right that 
this reveals itself as a true vin de terroir only after 
a few years, but even now there is nothing shrilly 
varietal: a captivating scent, enticingly ripe but 
totally transparent, with the faintest whiff of white 
pepper from the whole-bunch pressing. Excellent 
energy, intensity, and limpidity on the palate, not 
at all angular but exquisitely finely pointed, with a 
perfectly pitched phenolic pithiness. | 90–91

Bourgogne Côte Chalonnaise  
Les Clous Aimé

NB | An exciting expression of this charmingly 
named wine, from the local term for Bouzeron 
Chardonnay, also vinifed in foudres. Pale lemon. 
Discretion, intensity, and purity of white stone 
fruit all well matched on the nose. Astonishing 
density and harmony on the palate, which offers a 
scintillation that it is quite rare this vintage. | 91–92

Rully Premier Cru Les St-Jacques

NB | Pierre has drastically reduced the yields from 
this parcel at the north of the village in recent years, 
from an already reasonable 54hl/ha to 32–35 hl/ha, 
and has been rewarded in 2018 with a concentrated, 
ripe, but far from sluggish wine, as its sheer intensity 
allows it to hold its shape. It is animated by an 
appetizing agrumes bitterness from the skins, and 
rendered irresistible by a piquant salinity. | 92–93

Red

Bourgogne Côte Chalonnaise La Digoine

NB | The fresh red-cherry, earthy Bourgogne Côte 
Chalonnaise La Fortune is brisk and compact, while 
its sister cuvée may be even more seductive, with 
its kirsh-lifted raspberry scent (only positive signs of 
the 70% whole-bunch) and silky vitality. | 91–92 

Mercurey Les Montots

NB | This village lieu-dit is south-facing, but there is 

no excess; Pierre explains that the 60% whole-
bunch fermentation has contributed freshness and 
lowered the alcohol, too. An effortlessly enchanting 
nose, with finesse and lovely floral (violet) lift. 
Already expressive, and it should blossom fully in 
3–5 years (the 2014 is sublime now). | 92–93

MÂCONNAIS

DOMAINE DE LA GARENNE

Mâcon-Azé

NB | Pale gold, lovely sheen. Seductive, not heavy, 
but a mildly sultry nose, with ripe citrus, quince, 
and an exotic melon note. Medium-full body, a 
caressing, melting, sumptuous texture, but enough 
balancing acidity for vibrancy. Attains good altitude, 
and continues to rise through the long finish, with an 
agreeably pithy twist. | 89–90

DOMAINE DU ROC DES BOUTIRES 

Pouilly-Fuissé En Bertilionne

JS | Lively, bright, well-defined nose of citrus and 
orchard fruit. Intense, precise palate, with creamy 
roundness and salty, tangy length. Elegant. | 92

Pouilly-Fuissé Aux Bouthières

JS | Oak showing on the nose, but mouthwatering 
ripe citrus peel and creamy texture beyond it. 
Plumper and fleshier than the Bertilionne, but the 
flesh lies around a core of tensile acidity. | 92

Do not buy this vintage without tasting first. 
Style, and success, varies by domaine rather 
than appellation. There is no general agreement 
on extraction levels for the reds; some 
domaines have taken the infusion approach 
and produced wines that are forward and 
delicate, but at the other extreme a few have 
gone for apparently maximum extraction and 
have produced wines of enormous tannins, 
enormous muscle, overripe even raisined fruit, 
and (at the moment) little charm. The best 
wines are found somewhere in the middle, 
where there is freshness to compensate for  
the undoubted low acid levels, and enough 
tannin to give grip and purpose.

It is a year that redefines Pinot Noir in 
Burgundy: much resembles Grenache in its 
floral notes and low acidity. As such, many 
reds are very aromatic, very pretty, and very 
seductive, but not typically Burgundian. They 
can lack definition. But where growers have 
got it right the wines can be beautiful: very 
aromatic, with finely judged tannins and enough 
sweet fruit to please anybody.

Whites are more homogeneous, with a lot 
of creaminess. Some have tension, and there is 
plenty of saltiness about, but again, it is not a 
very Burgundian year. A lot of wines combine 
Burgundian flavors with the opulence of a 
hot climate; some, even riper, have almost 

Rhône-like flavors of hay and honeysuckle. 
Concentration is mostly good (there’s a bit of 
dilution), but acidity is mostly low. It would 
be interesting (and I confess I haven’t done 
it) to compare levels of acidity at biodynamic 
and conventional estates, to see if biodynamic 
claims of higher acidity hold up this year.

Geographically, higher vineyards often did 
well; if a vineyard normally has trouble ripening, 
it has probably produced something good this 
year. Wines like Côtes de Nuits-Villages, which 
were not always very attractive in the past, are 
this year ripe and rich; if you want wines for 
everyday drinking, the cooler corners are worth 
exploring. But I wasn’t over-impressed by the 
basic Bourgogne Rouge and Blanc offerings this 
vintage: a lot seemed just underwhelming.

For the producers, it wasn’t an easy year. 
Bouchard Père et Fils, whose wines (for me) 
are exemplary in 2018, reduced the crop with 
a green-harvest but left plenty of leaves on 
the vines for shading; and then focused on the 
right date for picking, starting with the basic 
Pinot Noir on August 30. The berries had a lot 
of pips, says Frédéric Weber, so in the cellar 
they reduced the maceration to ten days, with 
no pumping over, no punching down; “just 
infusion.” They used more whole-cluster for 
aromatic expression. But it was, he said, a tricky 
vintage in the cellar, prone to oxidation and brett.

MARGARET RAND’S VERDICT
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Bouchard Père et Fils, Beaune 

Frédéric Webber’s comments follow. 

I tasted the whites in June.  

“It was rainy from November to March and we had twice the rain of a normal year. But there 
were a lot of reserves in the ground so even if the summer was very hot, the vines did not suffer 
in the summer. It was very different in 2017.” 

“With the water and the warmth in April the growth was very fast. It was very hard work for the 
team.” 

“The main difficulty was the spring in the growing period to do all the work in such a short time.”   

“27-28th May flowering. Very early. And then in May and June a lot of storms, but not dangerous 
ones but they brought some pressure of mildew and oidium, but it was not too bad. In July and 
August.. well we had a storm in NSG Cailles and Les Poirets  - there was hail and we lost 50%.” 

“No hydric stress.”  

“We decided not to leaf pluck - because of the sun and we had a lot of grapes and so we needed 
the leaves for the maturity. “ 

“It was important to do a green harvest. The inverse of 2017. 2017 was Pinot Noir generous. 
2018 less than normal Pinot Noir at 35hl/ha, but Chardonnay was very high and so we green 
harvested  Chardonnay.” 

“August was very hot. The second warmest year of the 21st Century. April to September was 2 
Celsius higher than average. And we had 290 hours more sun, but 60% less rain in the growing 
period.  

“We started harvest on the 30th August for the Pinot Noir. The Chardonnay we needed to wait. 
We wanted high maturity. you know I like true maturity for Chardonnay. We waited until 3rd 
September. We had more grapes.. it took time in 2018. There was some heterogeneity too. We 
needed some selection, as some were too green.” 

“We reduced the pressing not to take too much K - less pressure. We kept high percentage of 
lees. We did not do much debourbage. Fermented in steel at 17 degrees and finished in tank to 
to ensure  all fermentation was done to make sure it was fresh.” 

“I racked after fermentation with high percentage of lees into barrels. The MLF just finished.”  

They did some rolling, to put more lees in suspension and for generosity.  

“The pH is now 3.4 a little high, but the TA is close to 4. It is astonishing. We thought it will be 
high alcohol and rich, but after the fermentation and the MLF we have a sensation of tension and 
tightening up. The white need more time in barrels. At the beginning I thought it will be a rich 
and easy year, but it has much more tension than I thought.”  
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2011 and 2007 - both early vintages - the profile can change a lot in the ageing which is why I 
like to wait. Some might like to make adjustment with tartaric but I prefer to wait.” 

“In style maybe 2002 for the whites now, as the 2002 was generous and had high maturity - 
tighter to start, but now lovely. Maybe 2002 and 2005, but now more like the 2005. the definition 
is good between each terroir in this vintage and yet it was not as good in 2002. In 2018 it is 
more apparent immediately.” 

“We make wines for ageing. the tension and minerality here - the tartaric acidity and the 
minerality and the alcohol this will allow the wine to age with no problem.” 

94 
Five different plots. Peachy, rounded, succulent underscored with chalky minerals & energy. 
Nice bright slightly minty, almond, long finish. 18.25 
2023-26 

Beaune, Clos Saint-Landry        92 
Just above Tuvilains. 2 hectares. Since the C13th Chardonnay here. The oldest plot. It belonged 
to Cistercian monks and it was always Chardonnay and yet around this it was planted in Pinot 
Noir. This soil is marl and it is walled and all around it is red clay. It’s a sunny place and walled 
and so first to pick here with Genevrières as they are keen to  protect the acidity. “It is so 
different from the other premier cru. Always a gold colour at the press and exotic 
notes...pineapple. We say the Cistercian monks tasted the earth to decide what to plant.”.   
Fred started harvesting here in 2018. 
Citrus with some exotic notes, lychee and then some soft minerality. Ripe, delicate and generous. 
Not heavy. Perfumed on the finish. 17.75 
2022-26 

Meursault            88 
This mainly at the bottom. Rich and nutty, toasty, honeyed. Rounded, full and generous. 
Honeysuckle. Very classic. 16.5 
2021-24 

*Meursault, Les Clous           93
Slight slope East and North East. “White soil like Charlemagne,” says Fred. little rocks white and
yellow marl. 1m top soil.
Zesty, Bright, high toned and sharp. Fairly fizzles across the palate to a tight and chalky finish.
Flighty. Love it. 18
2022-28

Puligny-Montrachet (Maison) 89 
Delicate and mineral and straight. Floral and fresh. Breezy. Light oyster shell finish. 16.75 
2022-26 
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Chassagne-Montrachet (Maison)       88 
Mainly flowery. Loose knit, broad, full- bodied expands on the palate. Succulent, nicely balanced. 
16.25  
2022-26 

Meursault, Les Porusots         95 
Smoky reserve. Full, rich and dense. Sturdy. Punchy. Channelled. Good firm finish. Focus is  
really rather good. 18.55 
2023-28 

*Meursault, Les Bouchères           93 
Delicate aroma. Spicy, open textured. delicate, lacy and fragrant. Soft minerals and light acidity  
with delicate edge of tension and light refined finish. 18.25. 
2023-28 

Meursault, Les Gouttes d’Or        93 
Big and bold and full. Dense and full-bodied. Crystallised fruit. Succulent. concentrated. Full and 
rich wine. Time should settle it down and refine it and frankly improve it.  18.  
2023-28 

Meursault, Charmes         92 
Golden aroma. Rounded and rich. Silky. Good layering. It’s rich, not without some energy, but 
without charm for now. 17.75 
2024-28 

*Meursault, Genevrières        96 
Floral. Exotic palate. Very fragrant. Full and yet there is elegance here and minerality. It’s not too 
rich, but it is very perfumed and has mineral tension and precision. 18.95.  
2023-28  

*Meursault, Perrières        96 
1.2 hectares over 3 parcels. Dessous is deep top soil and chalky rock on the surface. It makes 
perfumed wine. Aux Perrieres where the wine is stricter and tighter. The 3rd next to Chalumaux 
which gives more exotic notes.  
Intense, powerful and compact. Channelled and focused. A step up. Cooler note to offset the 
richness. Persistent finish. Impressive 19 
2023-32 

*Chassagne-Montrachet, En-Remilly      96 
High toned and racy sharp. Tight edge. Firm and tense with a long smokey/silex finish. 19 
Do like this wine. 2023-28. 19 

*Corton-Charlemagne        97 
The parcel is in Languettes. Reserved and full. Sappy savoury and dense. Punchy and gravelly.   
It has grunt and density on the finish. Savoury and full. Power. 19.35 I do like it.  
2026-32 

Bâtard-Montrachet         95 
Full and dense. Volume and opulence. generous. Full-bodied, overt wine. It’s big and rather 
lethargic at the moment.  
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*Chevalier-Montrachet        99 
Breezy. Chalky. Tension. Straight. Edge and elegance and sappy saltiness. Persistent, shimming 
delicate, but intense finish. 19.5 
2023-32 

*Chevalier-Montrachet, La Cabotte       99 
0.2 hectares a small strip above le Montrachet. Above this are the terraces. 
In the 40s this was not planted and arguably should have been included in the classification for 
Montrachet. Bouchard make the vineyard work with Chevalier, but they vinify it separately. Not 
exactly Montrachet and not exactly Chevalier, but in between. 
More intense. The extra level of richness and generosity. Gloss and succulence cloak cold 
minerals. Great depth and vigour. Wonderful shimmering chalky finish. Fabulously sustained. 
19.65 
2026-35 

Montrachet          99 
Focus, depth and purity. That step up. Long and profound. Stunning lingering finish. 
It was hard for Fred to make  green harvest, but it was the right decision. 19.75 
2026-2035 

Reds 

Tasted with Frederic in early November. These are his impressions. 

“Nothing has been racked. Started harvest with the Pinot Noir - the main fact was the rainy 
winter - twice as much as usually. Later bud break - superb conditions in spring, lots of water in 
the ground too and the growing season was so speedy. Everything was perfect for growing. 
Pressure of disease was low and we could follow organic methods. The water from the winter 
was so important as June, July were very hot and sunny, so we reached high maturity - all the 
berries were beautiful. We only eliminated some dry berries. No dry rot. some hydric stress with 
some vineyards in August, but where there is clay it kept the water and the maturity came early 
If you waited too long too mature. Some rocky places - thinner soils, the maturity stopped in 
August, but on the 23rd August some rain and the maturity continued. I did not want over 
maturity.”  

“The yields were nice - not too much 40-41 hl/ha for Pinot. A little green harvest for Pinot. Only 
for Chardonnay it was too generous, so we green harvested Chardonnay.”  

“It was important to start harvesting in the Côte de Beaune in good time -  like 2003, 2007, 2011 
and 2018 - all early vintages and for me the balance was nice. Beautiful berries - thin skin and 
such high colour - 3 days maceration and a very dark colour quickly - I was astonished by the 
number of pips - 4 or 5 per berry so I reduced the maceration time - I was afraid by the seeds 
and these are not the good tannins in the seed. We did just one or two pigeage in total - 12-15 
days cuvaison - after a density is less than 995 do one pigeage. We did not use a pump - just a  
bucket to wet the cap before. Alcoholic fermentation was ok - we made sure all the fermentation 
was fully finished before it went into barrel. Straight after came the MLF - all over by February. 
Now we have done nothing since.” 

“The potential for ageing this vintage is very high. We have kept a lot for our cellar.” 
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“It is close to 1947 - high alcohol - 13.5-15 degrees. The baby Jesus in 1947 (they opened some 
recently and analysed it) was 15% and pH 3.8 in 1947. Just for a comparison.” 

“Sometimes we were afraid of low acidity - there was very low malic in 2018, but the tartaric was 
good ...with the rain the tartaric was good. Tartaric was 4-6g/l and the pH after MLF is 
3.7-3.8." (nb that’s quite high, but not exceptional for the vintage) 

“If I have to compare with another more recent vintage, it’s close to 2005 for structure - better 
rounder tannins and more terroir expression than in 2005. In 2005 there was wind and also in 
2018 same windy conditions. But maybe 2005 more for the evolution of the wine. 2018 was at 
the beginning big and lots of colour and lack of acidity, but the balance comes back in the 
elevage.”  

“I increased a little whole cluster in 2018 for good freshness and this helps for the fermentation 
also.”   

“The new oak is the same - more from Voges forest though in this year - always for hot years as 
more focus and less from Allier.” (Francois Frere, Chassin Seguin Moreau, Damy.) 

“We are very confident for this vintage.” 

I have included some of Frederic’s impressions (“”) of the terroir and vintage in the notes below. 

  
Vosne-Romanee         88 
Manage but do now own the vineyard. Some Pinot gris and pinot blanc here too - old vine 
massale selection. 25% whole cluster. 
This I prefer to the Chambolle, much more Vosne.. It’s rounded and succulent. Smooth tannins. 
Generous and a firm finish.  16.5 
2024-28 

*Gevrey-Chambertin          90 
Brochon side. Satin texture, smooth and ripe. Svelte. A very good balance and energetic and 
fresh. Spot on.
2024-30
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Savigny-Lès-Beaune, Les Lavières       89 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils 4 hectares. “Cold place so we waited for high maturity - south 
exposure and has clay and flat chalky stones.” Frederic finishes the harvest with this. 
Rich and generous, but supple. Plentiful smooth tannins on the finish. These give the freshness. 
It’s really ripe, but inviting. 16.75  
2024-28 
13.8 degrees  

Monthelie, Les Duresses        86/7  
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. 1.8 hectares - South East (very close to Auxey-Duresses) white 
marl soil. “Colder here, so we must wait for high maturity. Today I wait for harvest and I use 
40% whole cluster - 10 days cuvaision only.” (That’s very short)  
Powerful aroma. rich and dark and ripe. Black, punchy. Muscular tannins, liquorish, stemy bite. 
Works well. Lots of personality.  16.35 
2023-27 

Monthelie, Clos Les Champ Fulliot       86/7 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. It is a clos - very much more Volnay location. Warm and brown 
clay.  
Sunny aroma. Ripe red fruits. Quite exotic and rich. Rounded palate. Finer tannins than Duresses, 
and more mineral on the finish. Equally as good, but different.  16.35 
2023-28 

Beaune du Chateau, Premier Cru       90 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. 17 different 1er cru. Since 1907 this cuvee has been made.   
Smooth and generous. Rounded, full, juicy. Fresh on the finish. Supple tannins. There is 
sweetness and energy. Very approachable.  17.25 
2023-28 

This is a brand really as they are blending each year to finish something. A wine with which  to 
become more familiar with Beaune.  

*Beaune Teurons          93
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. Dessous - “sunny place and thin soil. It ripens very quickly. Have
to start here.”
High toned. Pure and fresh and straight. Very aromatic. Sappy tannins. It has a bite. Tight line.
Salty finish. Like this. 17.85.

Beaune Clos de la Mousse         91 
Domaine and 3.3 hectares. “Dense clay 2 m and then limestone. The vineyard never suffers from 
drought. It always has the sucrosity and roundness.” 
Ripe summer fruits. Very juicy and full and splashing. Rich too. Soft tannins. It has an easy 
pleasurable quality. Looser texture and fresh on the finish and good. 17.25 

*Beaune Grèves Vignes de L’Enfant Jesus       95
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils : “Great location and the roots go down and get the minerality.  4
hectares and mid slope. Gravelly soil and easy to plough. Have to go here quickly for harvest. I
look for spicy and violets.”
Slightly menthol aroma and aromas  of the garrigue. Delicate tannins. Much more refined and
pure and straight on the finish. This is a serious Beaune. Excellent finish too. 18.60
2026-35

Volnay, Taillpeids  94/5 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. 
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Ripe and powerful (expressive but just racked as it was a bit reduced) and has bite. Firm, finely 
grained, but firm tannins. Freshness and intensity. Straight finish. It is straight and quite austere. 
18.40  

*Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot       94/5
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. Starts harvest earlier. 60cm clay and then chalk. At the moment it
is quite dry at first, but it has precision and minerality and tension and length. Lovely potential in
the structure. This has a particularly long and fine finish. 18.5

Pommard, Pezerolles         93 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. “Soil is very thin and old vines and always very concentrated. 
Always very mature." 2nd September 
Rich and spicy. Good density. The tannins are firm, rich are burly tannins and the finish is quite 
long.  Rather a robust Pezerolles. 18 
2026-35 

*Pommard, Rugiens         95
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. Dessus. 1990 planting. 5th or 6th picking.
Very spicy upfront and aromatic. The the texture is fine and silky - very fine and pure and mineral
on the finish. A lovely long finish. I really like it. Quality stuff. 18.65
2026-40

Le Corton           95 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. They vinify 8.5 hectares. East location. 300m. 3.2 hectares. thin 
tope oil of red clay and the stoney. Low yields. North wind so a healthy place.  
Expressive aroma. Super silky fruit. Juicy and also very salty. A salt/sweet fruit juxtaposition. Nice 
mineral finish. It has an elegance. 18.65  
2026-35 

14.2% but really does not show it. 

Nuits Saint George, Les Porrets       93 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. Old vineyard with Pinot Beurots and Pinot gris in here.   
Very sweet red fruit aroma. This is relatively airy  Porrets - it does have the volume. It’s looser 
textured and more crocheted. Aromatic finish. 18. 
2025-32 

*Nuits Saint George, Les Cailles       95
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. 1 hec of the 3 hectares. Lots of white stone. 200m from Porrets.
Black fruit. Punchy and dense and spicy. Typical NSG South side. It’s liquorish. Much more
interesting than the Porrets. 18.50
2027-38

“The hail hit the south side and a week after we went through and took off all the bushes on this 
side.”  

*Gevrey-Chamberin, Les Cazetieres       95
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. High part - sunny and white soil.
Supple and fluid. It has intensity and depth. More vertical. Tension and mineral and tannic bite at
the end on the long finish. It’s quite a elegant take on Cazetieres, no doubt because it’s just from
the top. 18.65
2028-40
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Clos Vougeot           96 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils  
25% of stems. They had  two small plots one at the top on chalk which is more delicate and has 
high maturity. The other 50% is deep earth near to the road, but Frederic has pulled out this 
section and re planted. Upper part is only represented now.  
This has smooth tannins and is quite approachable  to start, but becomes much bigger and 
denser in the mid palate and finish. Its big wine - albeit is from the top. Good firm and long finish 
Its proper Vougeots. 19. 
2028-40 

*Echezeaux           96 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. South exposition, but you have the combe so it is fresh. It’s 
Orveau. Big diurnal temperature - good for Pinot.  
Silky and pure and straight. Its elegant and fine Echezeaux. Fine and long and mineral finish. I 
like it a lot. My style of Echezeaux. 19. 
2026-38 

Bonnes-Mares          98 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils  
Only red soil now as the white soil part pulled out. The Bouchard section is a cross section up the 
hill.  It’s very ripe and seductive and even exotic. The tannins are rich and full. Its a dense and 
generous Bonnes Mares. It is fresh on the finish too and long and powerful and sleek. Very dark.  
the suavity to the texture is good. 19.5 
2028-40 

Chapelle-Chambertin         96 
30% whole cluster - and quite near the Beze. This is ripe and super juicy and rich and generous. 
the whole cluster works very well. Long and rich and black finish. It’s unctuous. Opulence.  19.  
2027-40 

*Chambertin Clos de Beze         98 
Floral, juicy and ripe and generous. It’s exotic and full and powerful. Again I like the whole 
bunch. There is good energy and tension on the finish. Vigour. 19.5 
2028-40 

Chambertin          98 
Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils. More upright.  Straight palate. Rich and dark and super suave, 
ripe so very smooth and fine and fresh and long, very long. Lovely persistence. It is really sleek. 
All in place.  Maybe you could age this longer than Bèze.   19.5 
2028-40 

Harvested a couple of days earlier than Clos de Bèze. 

Stockists 

UK: John E Fells and Sons 
USA:  Henriot Inc. 
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**Beaune, Aux Cras, 1er Cru 2015 
Ripe strawberry aromas. Rich and warm. Seductive and full on the strike, but despite the ripe 
fruit, the minerality is not far behind. It is more opulent than I expected. Fleshier and fuller and 
serious. There is depth and weight on the finish. Plenty of potential. Wait another 3 or 4 years. 
Score 18 

“2015 was opulent and big in the Côte de Beaune - not as big as 2018, but also pretty big,” says 
Dimitri  

The 2013 and 2014 were blend with other 1er Cru to become a Beaune premier cru. 

**Beaune, Aux Cras 1er Cru 2012 
There is some development on the nose - some more gamey notes. Sweet and rich and full. 
Chunky for Cras. There is a thickness to the texture and concentration. This is cut through with 
minerality. This is a very good 2012. This is an example of the good face of 2012.. The velvet 
texture of the thick tannins, contrasted with the freshness and minerality. Score 17.65. You can 
wait a couple of years for this or decant. It will evolve well over ten years.  

Beaune, Aux Cras 1er Cru 2009 
Clearly a warm vintage on the nose. Ripe strawberry melting into more sweet hoof and stable 
notes. Sweet hay. Soft and succulent on the strike. Full and rounded, opulent mid palate. Still 
quite richly textured. It is quite soft, dips a bit in the mid palate then the terroir picks it up again 
as the finish is strong and mineral. The finish is good. Its looser than the hot 2018 for example.  I 
do not find it so interesting, but many will thoroughly enjoy this wine. You can drink it now, but it 
will also age for another 5 years or so quite happily.  Score 17.5 
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Domaine Bouchard Père et Fils Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 

When Joseph Bouchard married Madame Carnot in 1885 she brought with her significant 
vineyards including Volnay Caillerets. The Volnay Caillerets had belonged to the Bouchard family, 
but had been ‘lost’ in 1854. “It was first acquired in 1775 as they loved the elegance of Volnay,” 
remarks Frederic Webber. 

Frederic goes on to explain the vineyard. “Our vineyard is in the dessus part. It is a large parcel 
of 3.75 hectares. The name comes from the soil which is rich in limestone - 50-50 cm of clay and 
then a bed rock of limestone - Bathonian limestone; it’s a younger soil. Average age of the vines 
is 40-45 years. We plough the soil and manage the vineyard with HVE (high level environmental 
protection) but we increasingly converting to be more organic. “ 

“It is a feminine wine with round tannins,” adds Frederic. 

"If you do not know a Cailleret you do not know a Volnay. This is our expression for Volnay. It is 
so important for the history and the image of Bouchard.” 

The two cuvées of Beaune Grèves Baby Jesus and Volnay, Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot are 
the two most important cuvées in the market for Bouchard."  

*Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2017     94 
Juicy, fresh, gurgling and supple. So approachable. Supple tannins. Nicely balanced. Medium 
body. Delightful. Fruity finish. It’s so pleasing. 18.25 (used more whole cluster 25%) 
2024-35 

**Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2016     95 
Hail 20hl/ha losses to front.  
Compact, tight, Pinot bright. Somewhat austere. Very mineral. Tight. Like the tension. Energy. 
Slightly leafy now. It’s a cold wine. Long saline finish. Good ageing potential. 18.75  
2023-40 

***Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2015     96 
Rich and juicy. Full. Quite opulent. Closing down now. Dense and powerful. Rich, but also 
mineral, & layered. Gorgeous, very long finish, which is sweet and rich. Sumptuous final 
impression. 19 
2023-38  
  
Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2014     92 
Tomato notes on the aroma. Light, herbal, delicate, crunchy, quite mineral.. fresh finish. A light 
hand here. This is a nice 2014. 17.75.  
You could start drinking this now and over the next 10 years   

Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2013     91 
Greener notes. This is more herbal and lighter than the 2014. There is the minerality 
underscoring. This has a floral note though. Delicate. Slightly fragile. 17.5  
Now and over the next 5 years 
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Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2012     88 
It’s somewhat dry and dusty on the tannin. This was a difficult year for the hail and it shows. 
2019. I wouldn’t keep it. It’s rich and yet dry. 16.5 

Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2011     92 
110 days between flowing and harvest, yet an early harvest. Light, delicate, slight herbal note, 
airy, mineral. fresh. delicate. There is an attractive purity. 17.75 
Now and for 2-3 years. I would not keep it. 

***Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2010     96 
Gorgeous. Now this is one to revel in. Sumptuous, yet fresh. Just yummy. Sweetness and 
minerality. There is cut and energy. It’s decisive, yet refined. Spot on for me. 19. 
Frankly I’d be happy drinking it now, but it will keep 20 years 

Fred loves this wine “In 2010 you have all the complexity you are all the complexity of Caillerets - 
you have everything.”  

Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2006 
Weighty, meaty. dense. Full-bodied. Not especially long, but savoury and a really good wine for 
food. It’s very consistent as a vintage, but more vintage driven than terroir. Smooth texture and 
the freshness of Caillerets. 17.5 
Now.  

***Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot  2005     98 
Structure, tension and energy. So fresh and mineral. Focused. Long and vibrant. Stunning.  
will continue onwards 15 years? 19. Grand Cru quality.  

“All the vats for the fermentation were new and we were criticised, but now it comes around and 
then into oak for ageing. It takes time!”   

Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 2003     92 
Tertiary notes of an older wine, yet this is not so frail. Surprisingly fresh. Delicate, but persistent 
Seems to have plateaued.   

Harvested on 21st August. 1st year for Fred at Bouchard. He was worried and so they harvest 
really early to keep the balance. “It was important to have the facility to refresh the grapes in the 
winery. Since 1731 we have the dates the harvest and this was the earliest and the the lowest 
yields. For me the best lesson is the terroir - the best terroir keep the balance and recover.” 

**Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 1999     95 
2016 Still lots of colour. Tertiary nutty notes. So silky, energetic, delicate, refined, fine and pure. 
And now we have the minerality. a fine and light chalky finish. It’s so delicate. All caillerets. 18.75 
Very precise and racy.  

***Volnay Caillerets Ancienne Cuvée Carnot 1990 
It’s an old wine. Just delicious and rich and pure and complex. Mineral. Foxy sweetness. Layered. 
Complex. Just delish. This is perfect now 19. 

“The old pinot truffle and round and powerful and round in the mouth,” says Frederic. 
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