
Vintage Reviews Recap



Grand Cru Les Preuses 2018
95-97 Points
Bright, punchy and intensely mineral, the Preuses possesses off-the-charts intensity 
and exceptional balance, all with the crystalline purity that is the signature of the 
very best wines from this site. Lemon peel, slate, mint, crushed rocks, white pepper 
and flowers build into the explosive, palate-staining finish. 
Grand Cru Bougros Côte Bouguerots 2018
94-96 Points
Dense, powerful and richly textured wine endowed with tremendous power. Rich 
yellow orchard fruit, crushed rocks, citrus and floral notes infuse a dense, potent 
Chablis that marries fruit richness and intense minerality. Ample and dramatic in 
its tremendous scale, the 2018 is compelling, sensual and racy - wow.

Grand Cru Les Clos 2018
94-96 Points
A powerful, beautifully layered wine. Creamy and ample on the palate, the 2018 is 
an especially rich Clos endowed with notable textural depth and a real feeling of 
seamlessness.
Grand Cru Vaudésir 2018
93-95 Points
A gorgeous, radiant wine that captures the essence of this warm, early ripening 
site. Sweet and racy with striking inner perfume. Passion fruit, mint, citrus and 
exotic floral notes are beautifully woven together in this super-expressive, inviting 
wine. Strong mineral character graces the exquisite finish.
Grand Cru Bougros 2018
92-94 Points
Lifted and precise, with lovely underpinnings of minerality. Bright floral and citrus 
notes give the 2018 lift, perfume and nuance to match its mid-weight personality. 
This is a very pretty and gracious Chablis, especially considering the general style 
of the year.



Premier Cru Vaulorent 2018
93-95 Points
Lemon confit, almond, dried fruit and floral notes lift from an intense, vertical
wine endowed with real palate presence and depth. Seamless, ample and creamy,
the Vaulorent is simply superb.

Premier Cru Fourchaume 2018
92-94 Points
Rich and ample with tremendous structure, the 2018 possesses terrific depth and
textural resonance throughout the finish. Orchard fruit, lemon confit, almond and
menthol infuse the 2018 with notable complexity and intensity. Textured, oily and
deep with a bit of a savory edge, the 2018 has so much to offer.

Premier Cru Montée de Tonnerre 2018
92-94 Points
Bright citrus, mint, chalk and white pepper open up gradually in a brisk, focused
wine that needs time to show at its best. The Fèvre Montée de Tonnerre is a
blend of three climats: Pied d'Aloup (east-facing), Chapelot (south-facing) and Co ̂te
de Bréchain (west-facing, vines planted in 1936).

Premier Cru Vaillons 2018
91-93 Points
Strong mineral and earthy tones that are such a signature. Savory herbs, menthol,
licorice, citrus peel and a touch of reduction are all woven together in a Chablis
of real class and nuance. This is another wine in the range that is both dense
and understated, with a real sense of aromatic lift.
Premier Cru Montmains 2018
90-92 Points
Rich and radiant - and yet retains a striking sense of floral airiness that is both
hugely appealing and also a fabulous contrast to the natural intensity of the year.
Yellow orchard fruit, mint and lemon peel are all beautifully lifted in this elegant
Chablis.



Grand Cru Chablis Bougros Côte Bouguerots 2018

93-95 Points

The 2018 Chablis Grand Cru Bougros Côte Bouguerots is very promising, revealing 

a pretty bouquet of white flowers, ripe citrus fruit and wet stones, followed by a 

full-bodied, ample but incisive palate that's racy, mineral and elegantly mordant, 

concluding with a long finish.

Grand Cru Chablis Les Clos 2018

93-95 Points

Aromas of waxy lemon rind, dried flowers and peaches preface the 2018 Chablis 

Grand Cru Les Clos, a full-bodied, ample and muscular wine that's deep, powerful 

and reserved. While it's early days to make a definitive judgement, it's obviously 

very promising.

Grand Cru Chablis Les Preuses 2018

93-95 Points

Another success is the 2018 Chablis Grand Cru Les Preuses, a full-bodied, ample 

and enveloping wine that displays notes of orange rind, oyster shell, white flowers 

and smoke. On the palate, it's deep, concentrated and incisive, concluding with a 

saline finish.

Grand Cru Chablis Vaudésir 2018

93-95 Points

The 2018 Chablis Grand Cru Vaudésir offers up an expressive bouquet of white 

flowers, citrus blossom and ripe apples, followed by a full-boded, ample and 

enveloping palate that's satiny, fragrant and charming; more tension and mineral 

qualities will typically emerge with further élevage and bottle age.



Premier Cru Chablis Montmains 2018

89-91 Points

Revealing notions of green apple, white flowers, spring blossom and iodine, the 

2018 Chablis 1er Cru Montmains is medium to full-bodied, tangy and tensile, with 

promising outlines and a mineral finish. I expect it to perform very well once it 

fleshes out with further élevage.

Premier Cru Chablis Montée de Tonnerre 2018

91-93 Points

The 2018 Chablis 1er Cru Montée de Tonnerre opens in the glass with notes of 

white flowers, crisp orchard fruit, orange rind, oyster shell and beeswax. On the 

palate, it's medium to full-bodied, satiny and layered, with good cut and tension 

and a pure, nicely delineated finish. It marks a return to form for this premier 

cru, which had been hit by hail and frost for the last handful of successive 

vintages but was finally spared in 2018.

Premier Cru Chablis Vaillons 2018

90-92 Points

Fèvre's 2018 Chablis 1er Cru Vaillons was still a little troubled with suspended lees 

when I tasted it, so it's early days to make any definitive judgement, but this—

along with Vaudésir—was the domaine's first pick this year, and it's certainly 

lively and elegantly textural, with chalky extract and good precision on the finish.

Premier Cru Chablis Vaulorent 2018

90-92 Points

The 2018 Chablis 1er Cru Vaulorent bursts with aromas of fresh peach, orange 

rind, white flowers and apples. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, ample 

and layered, with broad shoulders, chewy extract and lively acids. This is already 

quite complete, even at this early stage, and would appear to number among the 

highlights of the range this year—though that's hardly a surprise.



Grand Cru Chablis Bougros Côte Bouguerots 2018

17 Points

Intriguing nose with a touch of oyster shell, and hints of apples and stones –

nothing sticking out. Delicate, silky texture and focus of orchard fruit. Not the 

most dense but a very elegant expression. Elegant and creamy. 

Grand Cru Chablis Les Clos 2018

18 Points

Rich, creamy and full. While this still has a steely, flinty edge you’d expect from 

Chablis, this has the weight and power that says grand cru. Lovely length.

Grand Cru Chablis Les Preuses 2018

17+ Points

Brooding and smoky, with an abundance of chalkiness and spice through the long 

finish. Should unfurl to something interesting. 

Grand Cru Chablis Vaudésir 2018

17.5 Points

Expressive, almost semi-aromatic, lemongrass character, with lots of citrus, flint and 

a touch of spice. Energetic, with a long, creamy finish. Extrovert, by comparison. 

Grand Cru Chablis Bougros 2018

17 Points

Vegetal, flinty with a hint of nuttiness, the Bougros displays a marked chewy, 

chalky texture. Brisk acidity carries through the long, flinty finish. 

Grand Cru Chablis Valmur 2018

17.5 Points

Slightly introvert, despite a hint of aromatic herbs, this has attractive density of 

lemon and yellow apple, with plenty of chalky and flinty mineral flavours. Long, 

flinty and spicy finish. Complete and with lovely potential. 



Premier Cru Chablis Fourchaume 2018

17 Points

Nutty, broad, toasty-earthy nose, with a richness of fruit and generosity consistent 

with the appellation. Chalky and flinty with plenty of intensity on the palate. Long. 

Premier Cru Chablis Vaulorent 2018

17 Points

Ripe, baked-apple notes suggest a generosity that carries through onto the palate. 

Not lacking acidity, this is more open and rounded than several of the Fèvre 

premiers crus. Long, nutty finish.

Premier Cru Chablis Montmains 2018

16 Points

Restrained, chalky nose, with crispness and good intensity of minerally, flinty 

flavour. Creamy, medium-long finish. 

Premier Cru Chablis Montée de Tonnerre 2018

16.5+ Points

Smoky and a little reductive. Crisp and racy, with a streak of liquid stones. Taut 

and very young. Good enough length to develop. 

Premier Cru Chablis Vaillons 2018

16 Points

Markedly flinty and smoky – distinctive personality. Assertive, minerally, savoury

palate with brisk acidity. Quite austere, but pretty decent length. 



Premier Cru Chablis Fourchaume 2018
Chewy with some nuttiness; buttery on the palate. B+

Premier Cru Chablis Montmains 2018
Soft vanilla, big brioche note. B+

Premier Cru Chablis Vaillons 2018
Bright and acidic; some tropical notes; bright and shiny. A

Premier Cru Chablis Montee de Tonnerre 2018
Big acidity; melon notes; some white pepper. A-

Premier Cru Chablis Vaulorent 2018
Great balance, brown butter, coconut notes. A-

Grand Cru Chablis Bougros 2018
Huge saline, nougat, edge of coconut; citrus finish. A-

Grand Cru Chablis Bougros “Côte Bouguerots” 2018
Saline, melon, heavy vanilla; toasty finish. A-

Grand Cru Chablis Les Preuses 2018
Lively green apple, banana, and coconut here; an otherwise 
gentle finish sees some barnyard notes. A+

Grand Cru Chablis Les Clos 2018
Briskly tropical, a rush of fruit; lengthy with acidity and intensity. A

Chablis Domaine 2018
Simple, mild, gentle apple and lemon. B
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Wine of the vintage TOP QUALITY  

 

Chablis, Les Preuses, Grand Cru 2018 I 97 

This comes from two parcels making a tidy 2.5ha in total. Showing the delicate touch of one of 

the very best winemakers in Chablis, this is a saline, focused, structured Preuses that has plenty 

of grip and acidity, sappy, bone-dry flavours and remarkable length. The Grands Crus Les Clos 

and Bougros, Côte de Bouguerots both scored 96 and Valmur 95. Drink 2021-2030.  

 

Chablis, Vaulorent, Premier Cru 2018 I 95 

Sold at a higher price than the domaine’s straight Fourchaume because it’s more profound, 

according to Didier Séguier, this comes from a premier cru that often makes wines of grand cru 

quality. Subtly wooded, with mouthwatering salinity, it shows the dry extract and concentration 

that are features of the vintage, complemented by creamy, pillowy lees. The 1er Cru Les Lys 

also scored 95. Drink 2020-2028.  
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Régisseur Didier Séguier called 2018 “a confounding vintage that was full of contradictions and in particular regarding 

yields. For example, when yields are very generous normally I would say that they caused difficulties in obtaining 

sufficiently ripe and clean fruit. In the case of 2018 the yields actually saved us because the summer was so hot and 

dry that had there not been these higher yields we would have made another 2003, which is fine so far as it goes but 

2003s don’t offer much classic Chablis character. Another deviation from the usual pattern of yields was the young 

vines that gave relatively tiny yields when normally they are the most productive. This is because the season was so 

dry that the less developed root systems caused them to suffer with a corresponding impact on volumes. We chose to 

begin picking on the 3rd of September and brought in notably ripe and super-clean fruit that required almost no sorting. 

The skins were quite thick which was another side effect of the hot temperatures and this meant that we had to press 

slowly and not too hard. As I have already mentioned, the yields were, at least for us, generous but just how generous 

surprised us. Weight is one of the primary ways that we estimate our potential yields and in 2018 a typical bunch 

weight between 130 and 150 grams. Just to give you an idea of the difference, in 2017 a typical bunch weighed 

between 60 and 80 grams! To provide further perspective, I actually thought that our yields were going to come in 

between 30 and 40 hl/ha whereas they actually averaged between 50 and 60 hl/ha for the grands crus and between 

60 and 70 hl/ha for the rest of our appellations. In the end it was our largest harvest since 2004. Sugars were also 

good everywhere as potential alcohols came in between 12 and 13.5% with reasonable post-malo pHs of between 

3.2 and 3.3. As to the wines, they should drink well young but have no trouble aging well too. With respect to other 

vintages, I would compare the 2018s stylistically to a slightly riper version of 2006.” Séguier indicated that the Fèvre 

2017s, revisited below, were bottled between November 2018 and January 2019 using the Diam brand composite 

cork. (Henriot, Inc., www.henriotinc.com, NY, USA; John E. Fells and Sons, www.fells.co.uk and Berry Brothers & 

Rudd, www.bbr.com, both UK).  

As an aside, for those readers who might not have heard, M. William Fèvre passed away in June at the age of 90. M. 

Fèvre was long known as one of the staunchest defenders of the appellation of Chablis and worked tirelessly to retain 

its integrity. Along the way he developed what is arguably the finest collection of vineyards in all of Chablis, which he 

leased to the Henriot group (owner of Bouchard Père & Fils) in 1998.  

 

TASTING NOTES  

 

2018 Saint Bris 

Pungent and fresh aromas flash notes of lemongrass, citrus and a hint of sea breeze. There is good volume to the 

plump and round middle weight flavors that exude a refreshing salinity on the sappy finish. This is very rich but not 

heavy though with that noted, it is clearly meant to be drunk young. 88/2020+  
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2018 Petit Chablis 

An expressive nose offers good Chablis typicity with its aromas of apple, citrus, iodine and hints of mineral reduction. 

The racy, intense and nicely detailed middle weight flavors also possess a lovely salinity that really comes up on the 

refreshing and sneaky long finish. This energetic effort could be enjoyed immediately or held for a few years to develop 

better depth. 88/2021+  

 

2018 Chablis – Champs Royaux 

 (A négociant wine though Séguier points out that there is always some domaine fruit in the final blend; note that 

Champs Royaux is a trademarked cuvée name, not the name of a vineyard). Notes of quinine, petrol, tidal pool and a 

variety of citrus elements precede the equally energetic medium weight flavors that are once again markedly saline on 

the moderately dry and lingering finish. This is actually pretty good and while it’s not quite as interesting as the 

domaine version, it’s still worth checking out. 88/2022+  

 

2018 Chablis 

 (From domaine fruit). Here a slightly cooler nose is otherwise similar to the Champs Royaux. By contrast there is 

better complexity to the delicious and attractively vibrant medium-bodied flavors that possess a caressing but punchy 

mouth feel, all wrapped in a clean, dry, focused and moderately firm finale. This too could easily be enjoyed young 

though I would be inclined to hold it for at least a few years first. 89/2023+  

 

2018 Chablis “Beauroy” 

 (From Troëmes). A whiff of the exotic can be found on the aromas of melon, lychee nut, quinine, sea breeze and 

gentle wood nuances. The generously proportioned, supple and round flavors possess good volume before terminating 

in a saline-inflected and lengthy if not especially complex finale. (88-91)/2023+  

 

2018 Chablis “Montmains” 

(A domaine wine composed of ~40% Butteaux plus some Forêts and Montmains proper in roughly equal amounts). A 

more elegant and quite floral suffused nose evidences a lovely array of classic Chablis elements on the mostly white 

orchard fruit aromas. I very much like the intensity and detail of the medium weight flavors that display a mild touch 

of sweetness on the sappy finale. This too isn’t especially complex though it may add more with time. (88-91)/2024+  

 

2018 Chablis “Vaillons” 

(From ~75% Vaillons proper with the remainder from Roncières, Mélinots and Châtains). A cool, pure and citrus-

tinged nose speaks of oyster shell, iodine and discreet green apple nuances. There is a fine sense of energy to the 

crisp, minerally and racy flavors that deliver solid length on the bone dry finish that already displays very good 

complexity. Lovely stuff and worth checking out. (90-92)/2025+  

 

2018 Chablis “Les Lys” 

An overtly floral-suffused nose offers up additional notes of quinine, mineral reduction and discreet citrus nuances. 

There is unusually good volume to the middle weight flavors in the context of what is typical for Les Lys that also 

exhibit very good depth and persistence on the super-saline finish. This too is worth a look. (90-92)/2024+  
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2018 Chablis “Mont de Milieu” 

(From a .55 ha parcel). A beautifully fresh and ripe nose; indeed this is ripe to the point that there is a hint of 

exoticism to the pretty nose of tidal pool, pear, apple and tangerine nuances. There is good verve and volume to the 

textured medium weight flavors that culminate in a balanced and lingering finish that coats the palate with dry extract. 

This is excellent and while there is a touch of warmth, it’s not enough to materially detract from the overall sense of 

balance. (90-93)/2026+  

 

2018 Chablis “Fourchaume” 

(From Vaulorent). In much the same fashion as the Les Lys the nose is overtly floral in character with background 

nuances of oyster shell, iodine and wet stone. The impressively rich, concentrated and powerful medium weight plus 

flavors possess excellent intensity that carries over to the complex, long, dry and focused finale. This is, in a word, 

terrific. (91-93)/2026+  

 

2018 Chablis “Montée de Tonnerre” 

(From two .5 ha parcels divided between ¼ Pied d’Aloup, ¼ Côte de Bréchain and the remaining ½ from Chapelot). 

An elegant, pure and relatively airy nose combines plenty of Chablis typicity with notes of white orchard fruit, citrus, 

algae and iodine wisps. There is very good minerality and delineation to the lacy and refined yet punchy flavors that 

deliver sneaky good length where the intensity really builds from the mid-palate to the driving finish. (91-94)/2026+  

 

2018 Chablis “Vaulorent” 

(From a huge 3.63 ha parcel out of only 17 ha and most of it is hard by Les Preuses. Séguier calls this their “baby 

grand cru” as specific barrels are selected for vine age, concentration and power). Not surprisingly this is aromatically 

similar to the Fourchaume though here there is a whiff of wood in evidence. The slightly sleeker and finer medium-

bodied flavors possess good power and punch while remaining refined and composed on the impressively long and 

well-balanced finale. (91-93)/2026+  

 

2018 Chablis – Bougros 

(From an incredible ~6 ha parcel). Pungent and broad-ranging aromas include those of mineral reduction, pear 

liqueur, green fruit and soft wood influence. There is excellent volume to the delicious, lightly stony and notably 

powerful middle weight plus flavors that conclude in a very firm, clean, dry, long and youthfully austere finish. (91-

93)/2028+  

 

2018 Chablis – Vaudésir 

(From two separate parcels of vines, the larger of which is in the heart of the “amphitheater” from which the finest 

examples of Vaudésir originate). An exuberantly fresh and cool and mildly exotic nose offers up unmistakable Chablis 

character that includes sea breeze, iodine and oyster shell along with an abundance of citrus elements. There is 

equally good freshness and verve to the utterly delicious, crisp and delineated medium-bodied flavors that possess fine 

persistence and a lovely minerality on the notably dry but not austere finale where the wood resurfaces. This almost 

delicate effort will need a year or so to digest the oak treatment but this too is very promising. (92-94)/2028+  
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2018 Chablis – Valmur 

(From a 1.1 ha parcel of vines that is close to Vaudésir and extends all the way from Grenouilles to the tree line at the 

top of the hill). Once again there is just enough wood to notice framing the green fruit, quinine, algae and ocean 

breeze-inflected aromas. The mouth feel of the big, bold and robust flavors is muscular and serious while displaying 

outstanding length on the super-saline and impressively complex finale. This too is terrific though it is very clearly built 

for extended aging. (92-95)/2030+  

 

2018 Chablis – Les Preuses 

(From two parcels of vines that total 2.55 ha, or 22% of the entire appellation). This is one of the most elegant wines 

in the range with its cool and admirably airy and pure aromas of citrus zest, oyster shell, seashore and once again 

gentle wood nuances. The mouth feel of the medium-bodied flavors combines volume with refinement while delivering 

excellent length on the balanced, stony and markedly dry finale. This is not quite as concentrated as the best here but 

as it usually is, it’s a marvelous wine of refinement and punch. (93-95)/2030+ 

2018 Chablis – Bougros “Côte Bouguerots”  

(From a 2.2 ha parcel at the bottom section of the vineyard; even so, the vineyard is so steep here that it must be 

worked entirely by hand as tractors would be dangerous to use). A pure essence is comprised by notes of white 

flowers, citrus, mineral reduction and a gentle application of wood. The racy, intense and equally refined middle 

weight flavors are also super-saline while exhibiting superb length on the balanced, youthfully austere and very dry 

finale. This will need to add depth over the next few years to merit the top end of my projected range but the 

underlying material appears to be up to the task. (92-94)/2030+  

 

2018 Chablis – Les Clos  

(From 4 separate parcels totaling 4.11 ha, 3 of which are all at the top of the slope). Once again the nose is both 

fresh and ripe and while it’s not quite as elegant and airy as the Côte Bouguerots there is every bit as much classic 

Chablis character. There is a really lovely mouth feel to the sappy large-bodied flavors thanks to the copious quantity 

of dry extract that also serves to buffer the exceptionally firm acid spine on the powerful, punchy and beautifully 

complex finale. This beautiful effort, along with the Preuses, would appear to be the most promising wines in the 

range in 2018 and they are among the best wines of the vintage. (93-95)/2033+  

 

2017 Chablis “Vaulorent” 

(From a huge 3.63 ha parcel out of only 17 ha and most of it is hard by Les Preuses. Séguier calls this their “baby 

grand cru” as specific barrels are selected for vine age, concentration and power). A restrained nose is comprised by 

notes of smoky reduction, sea breeze and whiffs of exotic fruit and oak toast. The rich, dense and very suave flavors 

coat the palate with sappy dry extract while the powerful and focused finish delivers outstanding length. 93/2027+  

 

2017 Chablis – Bougros  

(From an incredible ~6 ha parcel). A cool and ripe nose features notes of pear and apple that possess background 

nuances of iodine and seashell. There is excellent mid-palate concentration to the big, very rich and concentrated 

flavors that display a very round and suave mouth feel, all wrapped in a powerful, dry and slightly rustic finale. This 

muscular and robust effort delivers sneaky good length and while it needs to develop more depth, it has the potential 

aging curve to do so. 93/2029+  
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2017 Chablis – Vaudésir 

(From two separate parcels of vines, the larger of which is in the heart of the “amphitheater” from which the finest 

examples of Vaudésir originate). A background application of wood is still present on the vaguely exotic aromas of 

dried pear, apple, white peach and quinine. There is both excellent delineation and punch to the notably saline-

inflected flavors that possess good punch while retaining a lovely sense of refinement on the impressively complex and 

persistent finish. This is lovely juice that should age well over the mid to even longer-term. 94/2029+  

 

2017 Chablis – Les Preuses 

(From two parcels of vines that total 2.55 ha, or 22% of the entire appellation). As is virtually always the case, this 

possesses a wonderfully elegant nose with its ripe, pure and airy aromas of lavender, green apple, citrus and white 

orchard fruit scents that are trimmed in subtle wood toast wisps. There is very good density to the relatively restrained 

medium-bodied flavors that possess plenty of minerality on the rich, sappy and palate coating finale. A brilliant wine 

of class, refinement and finesse. 95/2029+  

 

2017 Chablis – Bougros “Côte Bouguerots” 

(From a 2.2 ha parcel at the bottom section of the vineyard; even so, the vineyard is so steep here that it must be 

worked entirely by hand as tractors would be dangerous to use). A deft touch of wood can be found on the cool and 

equally pure aromas of various citrus, spiced pear and oyster shell hints. There is fine density and punch to the 

brooding and powerful large-scaled flavors that brim with minerality on the tightly coiled bitter lemon-inflected finish 

where the wood telegraphed by the nose resurfaces. This is quite simply terrific. 94/2029+  

 

2017 Chablis – Les Clos  

(From a 4 separate parcels totaling 4.11 ha, 3 of which are all at the top of the slope). Here too there is enough 

wood, even though subtle, to merit mentioning on the decidedly cool and reserved nose that offers up plenty of floral 

elements along with those of citrus, iodine and oyster shell. The lavishly rich, muscular and overtly powerful flavors 

possess the hallmark minerality that carries over to the dense, citrusy and bone dry finish. This beauty should age 

effortlessly and is class in a glass. 95/2032+ 
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tasting / laying down / 2018 Burgundy
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On the face of it, 2018 is an  
easy vintage to sum up and 
categorize. It was hot, dry, early, 

very ripe and, for a second merciful year, 
volumes were satisfactory: quite often on 
the generous side for reds and decidedly 
abundant for whites. 

As for quality, the fanfare began 
before pickers even set foot in the 
vineyards and there is certainly much  
to enthuse about. But that doesn’t mean 
the picture is uniform. There are some 
overripe, jammy, high-alcohol reds that 
have lost sight of both Pinot Noir and 
Burgundy. They are, though, a small 
minority. The very good to excellent  
reds include simple Bourgognes, village 
wines, and higher, cooler, appellations, 
notably the Hautes Côtes, as well as the 
grander names. The best are aromatic, 
intense, and fleshy, with rich but  
pure fruit, fine tannin structure, and, 
counterintuitively, marked freshness, 
which gives them that crucial attribute, 
balance, and makes them, according to 
Pascal Marchand of Marchant-Tawse, 
“more lively than 2003 or 2015.”  
Asking growers to play the likeness 
game produces, among others, 1947, 
1990, and 2015 with a bit of 2017,  
but really it’s a year unlike any other.  
As for the whites, the best have  
vitality, concentration, and precise, 
elegant fruit—even Chablis, although 
some aficionados will surely lament  
the atypical richer, weightier, less  
steely style. 

The growing season overall was 
relatively disease- and drama-free, 

although severe frosts hit Rully at the 
end of April, spring heralded some 
yield-reducing mildew in the Côte de 
Nuits, including at Domaine de la 
Romanée Conti, and hail savaged parts 
of Nuits-St-Georges in July, including 
the premiers crus of Les St-Georges,  
Les Vaucrains, and Clos de la Maréchale. 
But for the most part the outcome was  
a harvest of healthy, clean, ripe grapes for 
a second successive year, accompanied 
by another huge collective sigh of relief 
by growers still scarred by the effects  
of the frost and hail-hit trio of 2014,  
2015, and 2016. 

Although low on drama, it wasn’t 
without worry. It was a season where 
constant vigilance and work in the 
vineyards paid off, particularly shoot-
thinning, a point stressed by young 
growers such as Adrien Pillot of 
Domaine Fernand & Laurent Pillot in 
Chassagne-Montrachet and Gaetane 
Carré of Domaine Denis Carré, Hautes 
Côtes de Beaune. As the summer 
progressed, the biggest fear was that it 
would be a repeat of 2003—torrid and 
desiccating. It was certainly the hottest 
and driest summer since then: 2ºC (3.6ºF) 
warmer than average from April to 
September and 5ºC (8ºF) warmer for the 
first 15 days of August. Sunlight levels 
were also exceptional and there was  
60 percent less rain than in an average 
growing season. But happily, with few 
exceptions, the fears of another 2003 
proved unfounded. What made the 
difference meteorologically was winter 
rain and cooler summer nights. 

A very wet winter and an often  
damp spring left the water table high, 
providing vines with a crucial store of 
water in July and August, to the benefit 
of deeper-rooted, older vines especially. 
It was the wettest October to March  
for 25 years with 500mm (20 inches)  
of rain, and the first quarter of 2018 was 
the wettest for more than half a century. 
(Truly, a dream year for statisticians and 
record keepers.) 

The drop in nighttime temperatures 
in July and August helped retain the 
grapes’ tartaric acid, and thus the 
unexpected and much appreciated 
freshness and vitality in the wines—an 
unusual signature of a vintage of 
generally high alcohol. (Some Pinot 
Noirs are an eye-watering 15% ABV.)  
The lower temperatures also offered 
welcome opportunities to pick in the 
mornings before the grapes heated up, 
which helped prevent runaway and 
stuck fermentations and uncomfortable 
levels of Brett, all threats with the 
later-picked, higher-potential-alcohol 
fruit in particular. 

Dealing with heat
The other key difference compared  
to 2003 is human—growers in 2018  
had gained more experience of warm 
summers and applied it in both 
vineyards and wineries. The intervening 
15 years had seen viticultural practices 
evolve in response to climate change  
and growers were not only more 
accustomed to harvesting in August  
but to being ready to pick at a moment’s 

notice—a metaphorical moment, 
perhaps, but a day could make all the 
difference in 2018. The optimum period 
of ripeness has gradually concertinaed 
with climate change, so that, with 2018’s 
soaring sugar levels, the decision about 
exactly when to pick each plot was more 
critical than ever. Some miscalculated, 
resulting in rather jammy Pinot, but 
gratifyingly not as many as one might 
have anticipated.

While the majority picked early,  
not everyone did. In Volnay, Nicolas 
Rossignol started on September 1, later 
than in 2003 (when he began on August 
23) and later than 2007 and 2011. “I’m not 
analyzing, I taste the berries. In 2003 we 
had high pH and low acid, but the wines 
still taste so fresh. We have a lot of other 
things to balance the wine, not just acid 
and tannin. The most important thing  
is ripe grapes.” He is aging the wines 
longer than usual: “When you have a  
big wine you need a lot of aging.” In 
contrast, Nicolas Potel of Maison Roche 
de Bellène and Domaine de Bellène is 
bottling four to five months earlier than 
usual and it’s the first vintage he hasn’t 
used new oak—or, “a tiny bit maybe.” 
“The ripeness was crazy,” he says. 
Harvesting began on September 4  
and was completed, using 80 pickers,  
six days later—all 22ha (54 acres) with  
an average yield of 54.45hl/ha, a good 
vintage in terms of volume. Alcohol 
levels are 13.5–14.5% in the reds in bottle 
that I tasted. Others had an early start  
but a drawn-out harvest. At the 4.2ha 
(10-acre) Parinet-owned Domaine du 
Roc des Boutires in Poully-Fuissé, 
picking began on August 28 and wasn’t 
completed until September 13. At 
Domaine Joseph Colin in St-Aubin,  
they started on August 28 and finished 
nearly four weeks later.

Bottling at Domaine de la Romanée-
Conti began in January, which is about 
average. But the vintage is far from 
average. Aubert de Villaine, never one 
given to hyperbole, describes it as: 

“Beautiful, beautiful. A vintage that  
will leave its mark.” In what way?  
“A combination of fruit, the 
concentration of tastes. It’s difficult to 
say because the wines are so obviously 
great. The volume in the wine, the 
thickness that is not at all heaviness.  
And at the same time there is no lack  
of freshness. A great combination  
of all these things.” We have to take  
de Villaine’s word at this stage because 
DRC’s practice is to release its wines  
a year later than the norm, meaning the 

In the hottest growing season since 2003, the vast majority of Burgundy’s 
vignerons avoided excessive ripeness and jammy flavors, producing aromatic 
fleshy, reds and concentrated whites, both with a surprising balancing 
freshness, says Joanna Simon, as she introduces a vintage about which there 
is “much to enthuse.” Additional notes from Neil Beckett, Stephen Brook, 
Michael Edwards, Margaret Rand, and Michael Schuster

2018 BURGUNDY 
THE BALANCE OF A HOT YEAR 

To start on a positive note, the bountiful crop of 
Chablis 2018 was largely picked early, around 
or before September 3. The grapes were in 
excellent condition with a high level of maturity 
and no rot to speak of. After three years in a 
row of very short harvests, 2018 saved a lot 
of Chablisien livelihoods. The cellars were full 
again. Economically, such plenty stabilized 
the international market and steadied prices. 
For once the frequent yo-yo of pricing has 
ceased, at least for a while. Didier Séguier, the 
cellar master at William Fèvre, calls 2018 a 
wonderfully mature vintage, its richness and 
fruitiness sure to be a crowd pleaser. John B 
Gilman, the highly respected New York-based 
Burgundy critic, is also positive, finding the 
freshness and pure flavors of the best Chablis 
growers attractive and hedonistic—but to be 
drunk before the truly classic 2017s.

Looking deeper at the Chablis growing 
season, it was full of contrasts: January hot, 
with the highest temperature since 1945; 
Spring mercurial, dry but with values down 
by more than 30% for April and May. A 
successful flowering, but then high summer 
saw a worsening drought; rainfall in July was 
70% below normal. Scorching temperatures 
in August. September brought a drought even 
more marked than in July. So, there were a lot of 
serious challenges. Inevitably, the final quality 
could turn out to be very variable grower to 
grower. A light touch in the winemaking—
judicious and disciplined use of oak—was 
essential. Acidity is said to be lowish. I am a bit 
skeptical about this; I don’t believe that Chablis 
acidity is that deficient in the best hands. 

As is often the case in solaire vintages of 
northern Burgundy, the entry-level appellations 
are often successful. Petit Chablis is often a 
great and pleasant surprise, richer and more 

succulent than I remember it. Similarly, the 
quality of straight Chablis can be a delight, be 
it from the edge of a grand cru, like Domaine 
des Malandes envers Valmur, or the remarkable 
Chablis tout court of Domaine Christian 
Moreau, which shows a lovely ripeness in 
balance with a subtle saline underpin of the 
Kimmeridgian terroir. The scale of flavors in 
premiers crus selectively impresses. Vau de 
Vey, one of the more recent premiers crus, 
planted in the 1980s on Portlandian soils,  
is for thoughtful observers the most directly 
Chablisien for its dynamism and energy, 
an invigorating aperitif before a plate of 
oysters—tellingly a cooler site, as is the always 
interesting north-facing Les Lys. Continuing this 
cooler theme, on the left bank of the Serein, 
premier cru Beauroy, on clay soils, absorbs 
the heat well, as does the ageworthy Côte de 
Léchet which, against the trend, is as always 
a keeper, to 2028 and beyond. For me, the 
big-gun premiers of the right bank show the 
quality and durability of the terroir facing down 
the weather. Montée de Tonnerre, from several 
hands, is a lasting winner on account of its  
high altitude and rocky soil.

Turning to the grands crus, exact exposition 
in these demanding conditions matters. 
Personally, I think the southeast aspect of 
Vaudésir will eventually show more grace 
than directly south-facing Les Clos, where 
the brilliant exception is Domaine Pinson, 
mitigating the intense richness of its lower 
Les Clos parcels with some intuitive light-
footed winemaking. Other great successes 
are east-facing Valmur, delicacy with strength, 
and my favorite grand cru of all, Les Preuses, 
southwest-facing, benefiting from the finesse 
that comes from gentler afternoon sun, 
balancing the texture of its rich yet stony soils.

MICHAEL EDWARDS’S VERDICT ON CHABLIS

2018s will be released early next year 
when others show their 2019s. 

On that note I shall let the last word 
on the 2018 vintage go to Luc Pavelot, 
who has taken over the running of 
Domaine Pavelot in Pernand-Vergelesses 
with his sister Lise: “Exceptional.  
Our father said he had never seen fruit  
of this quality—ripe and very healthy. 
You can’t have vintages like 2018 and 
2019 every year.” 2019? “It’s even better 
balanced than 2018.” He wasn’t the only 
one to express such sentiments…



Domaine William Fèvre (Chablis) 
As I mentioned in the email accompanying the release of Issue 84, I have left my hand-

written notes in my office in New York and have had to complete the writing of this issue up in 

Massachusetts, while taking care of my eighty-eight year-old father. It took me far longer than I 

had hoped to finally get a chance to drive home to secure the notes on the beautiful 2018 from 

Domaine William Fèvre, but I finally have been able to do so at the end of January. The domaine 

started picking in 2018 on September 3
rd

, and as is customary when visiting here in November, a

few of the wines had already been bottled prior to my visit. These included the Petit Chablis and 

the two villages level cuvées. For the other wines, they had been assembled in the summer of 

2019, with the premier crus set for bottling at the end of 2019 and January of this year. As the 

notes below will attest, Didier Séguier and his team have made a stellar group of wines in 2018 

and these are amongst the stars in Chablis this year, with the cut, grip and mineral drive that the 

earliest harvesters attained in the region, coupled to simply beautiful, pure and zesty fruit tones. 

Some of the cuvées are a bit more powerful in personality than is customary (the Mont de Milieu 

comes to mind in this regard), but alcohol levels are quite normal here in 2018, ranging from 

twelve percent for the Petit Chablis up to 13.5 percent for a couple of the grand crus, and the 

wines have plenty of cut, grip and signature mineral drive.  I am very sorry I did not have these 

notes with me when I was writing the 2018 vintage report, but hope that their appearing on their 



own a bit after the rest of the article will help them stand out a bit from the pack, as these are 

amongst the finest white wines made in Burgundy in 2018!  

 

2018 Petit Chablis- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Petit Chablis from Domaine William Fèvre is quite a fine example this year, 

offering up a ripe and very pretty bouquet of grapefruit, green apple, chalky soil tones and a 

topnote of straw. On the palate the wine is full-bodied, crisp and nicely succulent on the attack, 

with a good core, sound acids and nice length and grip on the well-balanced finish. 2020-2025+. 

87+.  

2018 Chablis “Champs Royaux”- Maison William Fèvre 
 The estate’s 2018 Champs Royaux bottling of Chablis AC, made from purchased grapes, 

is also quite tasty right out of the blocks this year. The wine delivers a fine combination of 

lemon, apple, a touch of beeswax, a good base of chalky soil elements and a bit of oyster shell in 

the upper register. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied and quite zesty for the vintage, 

with a lovely core, five focus and grip and sneaky length on the zesty finish. Good juice. 2020-

2030. 88+.  

2018 Chablis- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The Domaine bottling of Chablis AC is always a small step up from the Champs Royaux 

and the 2018 version is no exception to this rule! This is first class villages, jumping from the 

glass in a vibrant blend of pear, lemon, refined minerality, white flowers and a touch of the 

beeswax to come with bottle age. On the palate the wine is bright, precise and full, with a lovely 

core, superb backend mineral drive and a long, complex and snappy finish. This really has good 

cut for the vintage! 2020-2035. 90.  

2018 Chablis “Beauroy”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Beauroy from Domaine Fèvre has turned out very well indeed in this vintage. 

The bouquet delivers a mix of apple, lime, wet stone minerality, citrus peep and a topnote of 

orange blossoms. On the palate the wine is deep, pure and full-bodied, with crisp acids, lovely 

focus and balance, a good core and impressive lift on the backend. This is a touch more reserved 

in personality than the domaine AC bottling, and will want a few years in the cellar to stretch its 

wings. Fine juice. 2022-2045. 91.  

2018 Chablis “Montmains”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 I love the 2018 Montmains from Domaine Fèvre, as the wine is laser-like in its focus and 

synthesizes ripe, pure fruit and lovely underlying minerality. The vibrant bouquet delivers scents 

of fresh lime, tangerine, chalky minerality, spring flowers and a nice touch of citrus zest in the 

upper register. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied and rock solid at the core, with 

excellent focus and grip and a long, complex and beautifully balanced finish. First class 

Montmains! 2020-2045+. 92.   

2018 Chablis “Vaillons”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Vaillons here is every bit as refined and zesty as the Montmains. The wine 

delivers a classy aromatic constellation of apple. pear, citrus zest, a complex base of chalky 

minerality and a topnote of dried flowers. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and racy, 

with impressive complexity and cut, a lovely core and excellent grip and bounce on the long, 

poised and snappy finish. This is a bit more buttoned up today than the Montmains, so I would 

opt for tucking the Vaillons away in the cellar for a few years before starting to drink it in 

earnest. Fine, fine juice. 2023-2050. 92.  

 



2018 Chablis “Les Lys”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 According to Didier Séguier, Les Lys’ northerly exposition always gives it a leg up in 

solar vintages like 2018, so it is no surprise that the 2018 has turned out beautifully. The bouquet 

is flat out gorgeous in this vintage, wafting from the glass in a mix of fresh lime, apple, flinty 

minerality, citrus zest and again, dried flowers in the upper register. On the palate the wine is 

bright, pure and full-bodied, with a very mineral personality (especially for 2018!), with great 

mid-palate depth and grip, snappy acids and superb length on the focused and beautifully 

balanced finish. This is great juice in 2018- buy some of it in magnum if you can! 2024-2055+. 

93.  

 

 
Didier Séguier in the tasting room at Domaine William Fèvre.  

 

2018 Chablis “Mont de Milieu”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Mont de Milieu from Domaine Fèvre is a lovely and elegant wine as well this 

year, with just a bit more ripeness in evidence in its aromatic combination of pear, apple, 

beeswax, chalky soil tones and a topnote of spring flowers. On the palate the wine is bright, full-

bodied and quite powerful in personality for this bottling chez Fèvre, with a fine core and superb 

backend mineral drive and grip. The finish is long and very well-balanced. This shows the style 

of the vintage a bit in its broader shoulders and more powerful personality, but it still has plenty 

of cut and soil signature in the true Chablisienne style! 2020-2045. 92.  

 



2018 Chablis “Fourchaume”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 As Fourchaume is one of the warmer premier cru microclimates, I expected to find the 

vintage’s signature a bit more prominent in examples from this vineyard, but this is not the case 

with the Fourchaume from Domaine William Fèvre! All of the fruit for this bottling also hails 

from Vaulorent, which gives the bouquet more mineral precision in its expression of apple, pear, 

wet stone minerality, lime peel, dried flowers and a gently smoky topnote. On the palate the wine 

is pure, full-bodied and shows off beautiful mid-palate depth, with a lovely mineral undertow, 

bright, snappy acids and great focus and grip on the long and complex finish. Great juice. 2022-

2050+. 93.  

2018 Chablis “Montée de Tonnerre”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Montée de Tonnerre from Domaine Fèvre is simply outstanding. The bouquet 

is flat out gorgeous already, wafting from the glass in a blend of lime, apple, pear, citrus zest, a 

complex base of chalky minerality, a touch of beeswax and a topnote of apple blossoms. On the 

palate the wine is deep,. full-bodied, complex and rock solid at the core, with great backend 

mineral drive, fine focus and grip and a long, lifted and perfectly balanced finish. 2024-2055. 

93+.  

2018 Chablis “Vaulorent”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Vaulorent is clearly of grand cru quality this year! The wine is beautifully pure 

and complex on both the nose and palate, with a nice sense of reserve that augurs very, very well 

for its future evolution in bottle. The nose delivers a refined mix of pear, fresh lime, flinty 

minerality, citrus peel, dried flowers and plenty of upper register smokiness. On the palate the 

wine is deep, full-bodied and racy, with great nascent complexity, a superb core, bright acids and 

outstanding focus and grip on the soil-driven and stellar finish. 2025-2060. 94+.  

2018 Chablis “Bougros”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The Domaine Fèvre 2018 Bougros is an outstanding wine in the making. It offers up a 

sophisticated aromatic constellation of apple, pear, Kimmeridgian chalkiness, tangerine, white 

flowers and just a hint of upper register smokiness. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied 

and even more mineral than the nose suggests, with a rock solid core, great cut and grip and a 

very long, complete and promising finish. Superb juice. 2023-2065. 94.  

2018 Chablis “Vaudésir”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Vaudésir from Didier Séguier is also outstanding, with its ripe and pure fruit 

coupled to outstanding mineral drive and a firm structure. The bouquet wafts from the glass in a 

primary blend of pear, lime, apple, chalky soil tones, dried flowers and a topnote of orange zest. 

On the palate the wine is pure, full-bodied and youthful in structure, with excellent depth at the 

core, snappy acids and fine precision on the very long and well-balanced finish. This will need a 

year or two longer in the cellar than the Bougros to start to really drink well, but it should still 

provide relatively early appeal. 2024-2065. 94.  

2018 Chablis “Valmur”- Domaine William Fèvre 
 The 2018 Chablis “Valmur” from Domaine William Fèvre is a brilliant wine in the 

making. The bouquet is precise, complex and perfectly ripe, offering up scents of pear, lemon, 

beeswax, spring flowers and a gloriously complex base of chalky soil tones. On the palate the 

wine is deep, pure and full-bodied, with truly stunning backend mineral drive and cut on the 

long, nascently complex and vibrant finish. Great juice. 2026-2070. 95.  

 

 

 



2018 Chablis “les Preuses”- Domaine William Fèvre 
The 2018 les Preuses is even a bit more reserved out of the blocks than the stellar Valmur 

this year, but it is clearly a wine of enormous potential. The nose delivers a great combination of 

pear, lemon, straw, kaleidoscopic, chalky minerality, white flowers and a topnote of paraffin. On 

the palate the wine is deep, pure and still quite primary, with a full-bodied format, a rock solid 

core and superb cut and backend mineral drive on the very, very long and very promising finish. 

A simply stellar example of this magical terroir! 2026-2070. 95+.  

2018 Chablis “Bougros- Côte de Bouguerots”- Domaine William Fèvre 
The 2018 Côte de Bouguerots is also superb in this vintage, and is very, very elegant in 

profile out of the blocks. The bouquet wafts from the glass in a blend of fresh lime, pear, apple, 

chalky soil tones, apple blossoms and a topnote of beeswax. On the palate the wine is pure, full-

bodied and impeccably balanced, with a rock solid core of fruit, laser-like focus and outstanding 

mineral drive on the long, snappy and complex finish. Stunning juice. 2025-2065+. 95.  

2018 Chablis “les Clos”- Domaine William Fèvre 
The 2018 les Clos from Domaine Fèvre is yet another absolutely beautiful example of the 

vintage. The bouquet is pure, precise and already gorgeously complex, offering up scents of pear, 

apple, beeswax, spring flowers, a very complex base of chalky minerality and a topnote of oyster 

shell. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and very precise on the attack, with a great core 

of fruit, stellar minerality and a very long, very racy and complex finish. Great, great wine. 2028-

2070. 96.  
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Petit Chablis – 88 

More volume and ripeness than usual but well controlled by careful fruit-first reductive 

winemaking. As grown on Portlandian limestone, the wine matures rapidly to create a wine that 

is à point : a medley of green fruits, even gooseberry, and greengage; still has cleansing acidity. 

Pas si petit.  

 

Chablis – 90 

From Kemmeridgian soils, with just a 10% touch of oak, then back into stainless steel to keep 

freshness. A model Chablis, merging fruit definition, energy, and minerality; linear, saline, 

vertical.  

 

Chablis Premier Cru Les Lys – 93 

Always of interest because of its northern exposure and cooling influences, and especially 

welcome in scorching 2018; a poised, pretty, subtle wine with a vivid sens of place. May have a 

longer life than most this year, so worth buying in magnums for optimal longevity.  
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Chablis Premier Cru Montée de Tonnerre – 93+ 

The high altitude of this “craggy rocks” premier cru, deservedly regarded as very close to a grand 

cru in quality, comes into its own this year, its freshness and mineral impact beyond question. 

The opulence of citrus and orchard fruit is naturally balanced by elegant acidity. Excellent 

persistence.  

 

Chablis Premier Cru Montmains – 91 

A successful cru generally this year for the valley of Montmains, if picked early, here showing 

opulent Chardonnay fruit and touches of hazelnut from careful use of oak, further tempered by 

cooler exposures in the vineyards. Forward. Drink before the more classic 2017.  

 

Chablis Premier Cru Vaillons – 92 

A very warm spot this year, but in these expert hands, a seductive, golden wine; silken textured 

richness, nicely checked by saline mineral class.  

 

Chablis Premier Cru Vaulorent – 94 

Another exceptional premier cru, as so often. Location explains a lot: an extension of grand cru 

Les Preuses, with the same southwest exposure, the gentler afternoon sun shaping golden 

ripeness with filigreed notes of minerals. The texture is sensuous and compelling, without loss of 

delicacy. For grilled sole or contemplation on an Easter evening.  

 

Chablis Grand Cru Vaudésir – 96+ 

Hand-picked grapes, like many Chablis in the upper range, and up to 70% fermented in oak 

pieces; this will be an exquisite wine, mastering the intense heat of the late summer. Still tight, 

but should really blossom come 2023. Worth the wait.  
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