
Issue #60
Fourth Quarter, 2015

WILLIAM FÈVRE 2013 VINTAGE
PREMIERS CRUS:

 
91 VAULORENT: (from a huge 3.63 ha parcel out of only 17 ha and most of it is hard by Les Preuses. Séguier calls this their “baby 

grand cru” as specific barrels are selected for vine age, concentration and power). This is more aromatically complex still 
with its broad-ranging nose of floral, pear, citrus peel, apple and tidal pool scents. There is a really lovely sense of underlying 
tension to the concentrated and sleekly muscular flavors that possess quality depth on the balanced, harmonious and 
decidedly dry finish. A wine of class and grace. 2018+

92 VAUDESIR: (from two separate parcels of vines, the larger of which is in the heart of the “amphitheater” from which the 
finest examples of Vaudésir originate). A very ripe and slightly exotic nose offers up notes of various dried yellow fruit scents 
together with hints of iodine and algae that are trimmed in enough wood to notice. There is impressively good 
concentration to the very rich, round and opulent flavors that are underpinned by both good minerality and firm acidity on 
the saline and dry but not austere finish. I very much like the balance here and in particular the fine persistence. 2019+

93 VALMUR: (from a parcel of vines that is close to Vaudésir and extends all the way from Grenouilles to the tree line at the 
top of the hill). Here too the nose is trimmed in just enough wood to notice though it does not interfere with the clear 
appreciation of the fresh, cool and restrained aromas of green fruit, lemon peel and a plenitude of Chablis character where 
only a hint of exotic fruit is in evidence. Like the Bougros, this is a big-bodied wine with ample size, weight and mid-palate 
density as the abundant dry extract imparts a suave and opulent mouth feel before culminating in an impressively rich, 
muscular and persistent finish. 2020+

GRANDS CRUS:
 
92 BOUGROS: (from a ~6 ha parcel). There is good Chablis character suffusing the expressive nose that is composed primarily 

of green fruit, mineral reduction and sea water. There is knockout intensity to the highly energetic big-bodied flavors that 
display plenty of citrus on the moderately austere and highly persistent finish. This is not as complex and certainly not as 
refined as the best of these grands crus yet there is plenty to admire all the same. 2019+

 
92 LES CLOS: (from 4 separate parcels totaling 4.11 ha, 3 of which are all at the top of the slope). The perfumed and penetrating 

nose is unusually expressive for a young Les Clos and there is so much iodine, mineral reduction and oyster shell nuances 
present that this could be from nowhere else but Chablis. The big, powerful and imposingly scaled flavors ooze both dry 
extract and a pungent minerality yet the balance is perfect on the intensely saline finish that is markedly dry but once again 
not really austere. This should be terrific though note that moderate patience will be required in the hopes that a bit more 
depth will develop with time in bottle. 2021+

 
93 LES PREUSES: (from two parcels of vines that total 2.55 ha, or 22% of the entire appellation). A discreet application of wood 

sets off a cool and ultra-elegant nose that offers up scents of pear, pineapple, white flowers, sea water and oyster shell. There 
is excellent volume to the medium-bodied and admirably concentrated flavors yet this is not really a powerful wine so 
much as it is focused and harmonious; indeed the word Zen describes the gorgeously well-balanced finish. This will be 
approachable young but I would advise holding it for 5 to 8 years. 2021+

94 BOUGROS CÔTE BOUGUEROTS: (from a 2.2 ha parcel at the bottom section of the vineyard; even so, the vineyard is so 
steep here that it must be worked entirely by hand as tractors would be dangerous to use). This is perennially one of my 
favorite wines and one that I buy virtually every vintage. The 2013 version displays a deft touch of oak that again is 
sufficiently subtle as to allow the ripe and very fresh white and yellow orchard fruit, sea breeze and iodine scents to shine. 
There is excellent punch as well as fine detail to the almost aggressively mineral-driven flavors that possess good power but 
also a lovely sense of refinement on the wonderfully long and impeccably well-balanced finish. Exquisite. 2021+


